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The First husband: A Novel by Laura Dave
Annie Adams is days away from her thirty-second birthday and thinks she has finally found some
happiness. She visits the world's most interesting places for her syndicated travel column and she's
happily cohabiting with her movie director boyfriend Nick in Los Angeles. But when Nick comes home
from a meeting with his therapist (aka "futures counselor") and announces that he's taking a break from
their relationship so he can pursue a woman from his past, the place Annie had come to call home is
shattered. Reeling, Annie stumbles into her neighborhood bar and finds Griffin-a grounded, charming
chef who seems to be everything Annie didn't know she was looking for. Within three months, Griffin
is Annie's husband and Annie finds herself trying to restart her life in rural Massachusetts.

The Convert: A Tale of Exile & Extremism by Deborah Baker
The story of Maryam Jameelah is an extraordinary but painfully confused true tale of a young
American woman whose search for moral absolutes and emotional security led her to abandon a
middle-class Jewish upbringing in suburban New York in the 1960s for a vastly different existence as
an exile and convert to Islam in Pakistan, where she experienced both great intellectual productivity
and deep personal conflict. Deborah Baker, who based her account of Jameelah’s life largely on troves
of correspondence (which Jameelah gave her permission to use), calls her story a parable of Islam and
America. But it is hard to find a clear lesson in a life whose multiple twisted strands have included
bouts with mental illness, family conflicts, irreconcilable loyalties to rival faiths and versions of
history, and ultimate disillusionment in a search for impossible certainties about life and death.
State of Wonder by Ann Patchett
Ann Patchett has dazzled readers with her award-winning books, including The Magician's Assistant
and the New York Times bestselling Bel Canto. Now she raises the bar with State of Wonder, a
provocative and ambitious novel set deep in the Amazon jungle.
Dr. Marina Singh, a research scientist with a Minnesota pharmaceutical company, is sent to Brazil to
track down her former mentor, Dr. Annick Swenson, who seems to have all but disappeared in the
Amazon while working on what is destined to be an extremely valuable new drug, the development of
which has already cost the company a fortune. Nothing about Marina's assignment is easy: not only
does no one know where Dr. Swenson is, but the last person who was sent to find her, Marina's
research partner Anders Eckman, died before he could complete his mission. Plagued by trepidation,
Marina embarks on an odyssey into the insect-infested jungle in hopes of finding her former mentor as
well as answers to several troubling questions about her friend's death, the state of her company's
future, and her own past.
Once found, Dr. Swenson, now in her seventies, is as ruthless and uncompromising as she ever was
back in the days of Grand Rounds at Johns Hopkins. With a combination of science and subterfuge, she
dominates her research team and the natives she is studying with the force of an imperial ruler. But
while she is as threatening as anything the jungle has to offer, the greatest sacrifices to be made are the
ones Dr. Swenson asks of herself, and will ultimately ask of Marina, who finds she may still be unable
to live up to her teacher's expectations.

The Expatriate by Harriet Segal
THE EXPATRIATE is a tale of international intrigue and danger, espionage and heroism…and undying
love. Set in war-torn Europe, its main characters are involved in the OSS and the Austrian Resistance.
When Alexa (Alex) Summerfield sails from Boston in 1934 to study Art History at Oxford University,
she could never have imagined that it would be more than ten years until she sees her homeland again.
Orphaned at two, Alex was brought up by her Boston Brahmin grandparents. It is not until she is
twenty, on the day of her grandmother's funeral, that Alex discovers a startling fact: her mother was
Jewish. Shocked, she confronts her uncle, who is her guardian. Why was she never told? He assures her
that it makes no difference, but Alex can't help but feel that something so fundamental must have a
profound effect on her life.
While doing research for her graduate thesis, Alex travels to Nazi Germany. In the ugly anti-Semitic
atmosphere, she feels vulnerable with the new knowledge of her Jewish heritage. Determined to pursue
an elusive work of art, Alex spends several months in Austria, where she falls in love with the scion of
a heraldic family, heir to his unmarried uncle, a baron. Their idyllic life is shattered when Germany
marches on Austria, and they are torn apart by the advent of war. The events that follow reveal the
depths of depravity in human nature, as well as the loftiest ideals. Despite having led a sheltered
existence, Alex emerges with "the strength to withstand the starkness of terror, the ring of jackboots on
cobblestones, the waiting in the night for a knock on the door."
Sweeping from the hallowed halls of Oxford to the gilded drawing rooms of Austrian aristocracy to the
snow-covered peaks of the Swiss Alps, this compelling story explores complicated emotions when love
and loyalty are in conflict. Written with her sure understanding of the frailties of the heart, Harriet
Segal has once again woven a wondrous tale filled with memorable characters, startling plot twists, and
passionate love.

The Sisters Brothers by Patrick Dewitt
Hermann Kermit Warm is going to die. The enigmatic and powerful man known only as the
Commodore has ordered it, and his henchmen, Eli and Charlie Sisters, will make sure of it. Though Eli
doesn't share his brother's appetite for whiskey and killing, he's never known anything else. But their
prey isn't an easy mark, and on the road from Oregon City to Warm's gold-mining claim outside
Sacramento, Eli begins to question what he does for a living–and whom he does it for.
With The Sisters Brothers, Patrick deWitt pays homage to the classic Western, transforming it into an
unforgettable comic tour de force. Filled with a remarkable cast of characters–losers, cheaters, and
ne'er-do-wells from all stripes of life–and told by a complex and compelling narrator, it is a violent,
lustful odyssey through the underworld of the 1850s frontier that beautifully captures the humor,
melancholy, and grit of the Old West and two brothers bound by blood, violence, and love.

Maine by J. Courtney Sullivan
For the Kellehers, Maine is a place where children run in packs, showers are taken outdoors, and old
Irish songs are sung around a piano. Their beachfront property, won on a barroom bet after the war, sits
on three acres of sand and pine nestled between stretches of rocky coast, with one tree bearing the
initials “A.H.” At the cottage, built by Kelleher hands, cocktail hour follows morning mass, nosy
grandchildren snoop in drawers, and decades-old grudges simmer beneath the surface.
As three generations of Kelleher women descend on the property one summer, each brings her own
hopes and fears. Maggie is thirty-two and pregnant, waiting for the perfect moment to tell her imperfect
boyfriend the news; Ann Marie, a Kelleher by marriage, is channeling her domestic frustration into a
dollhouse obsession and an ill-advised crush; Kathleen, the black sheep, never wanted to set foot in the
cottage again; and Alice, the matriarch at the center of it all, would trade every floorboard for a chance
to undo the events of one night, long ago.
By turns wickedly funny and achingly sad, Maine unveils the sibling rivalry, alcoholism, social
climbing, and Catholic guilt at the center of one family, along with the abiding, often irrational love
that keeps them coming back, every summer, to Maine and to each other.
One Summer by David Baldacci
It's almost Christmas, but there is no joy in the house of terminally ill Jack and his family. With only a
short time left to live, he spends his last days preparing to say goodbye to his devoted wife, Lizzie, and
their three children.
Then, unthinkably, tragedy strikes again: Lizzie is killed in a car accident. With no one able to care for
them, the children are separated from each other and sent to live with family members around the
country. Just when all seems lost, Jack begins to recover in a miraculous turn of events. He rises from
what should have been his deathbed, determined to bring his fractured family back together.
Struggling to rebuild their lives after Lizzie's death, he reunites everyone at Lizzie's childhood home on
the oceanfront in South Carolina. And there, over one unforgettable summer, Jack will begin to learn to
love again, and he and his children will learn how to become a family once more.
A Book of Secrets: Illegitimate Daughters,... by Michael Holroyd
On a hill above the Italian village of Ravello sits the Villa Cimbrone, a place of fantasy and makebelieve. The characters that move through Michael Holroyd’s new book are destined never to meet, yet
the Villa Cimbrone unites them all.
A Book of Secrets is a treasure trove of hidden lives, uncelebrated achievements, and family mysteries.
With grace and tender imagination, Holroyd brings a company of unknown women into the light. From
Alice Keppel, the mistress of both the second Lord Grimthorpe and the Prince of Wales; to Eve Fairfax,
a muse of Auguste Rodin; to the novelist Violet Trefusis, the lover of Vita Sackville-West—these
women are always on the periphery of the respectable world.
Also on the margins is the elusive biographer, who on occasion turns an appraising eye upon himself as
part of his investigations in the maze of biography. In A Book of Secrets, Holroyd gives voice to fragile
human connections and the mystery of place.

The Jump Artist by Austin Ratner
Philippe Halsman is famous for his photographs of celebrities jumping in the air, for putting Marilyn
Monroe (among countless others) on the cover of Life Magazine, and for his bizarre collaborations
with surrealist Salvador Dalí (“Dalí Atomicus,” Dalí’s Mustache). What is not well known is his role in
the “Austrian Dreyfus Affair,” which rocked Europe in the years leading up to WWII. While hiking in
the Tyrolean Alps, Philippe’s father was brutally murdered when Philippe went ahead on the trail. The
year was 1928, Nazism was on the rise and Philippe, a Jewish 22 year old from Latvia, was charged
with the murder. He spent several years in an Austrian prison and the trial became a public scandal that
pitted many prominent intellectuals, including Albert Einstein and Sigmund Freud, against the rising
tide of fascism.
The Jump Artist is evocative psychological fiction based on this true story. Austin Ratner has
extensively researched Halsman’s life and tells the extraordinary tale of a man who transforms himself
from a victim of rampant anti-Semitism into a purveyor of the marvelous.
Summer Rental by Mary Kay Andrews
Ellis, Julia, and Dorie. Best friends since Catholic grade school, they now find themselves, in their midthirties, at the crossroads of life and love. Ellis, recently fired from a job she gave everything to, is
rudderless and now beginning to question the choices she's made over the past decade of her life.
Julia—whose caustic wit covers up her wounds--has a man who loves her and is offering her the world,
but she can't hide from how deeply insecure she feels about her looks, her brains, her life. And Dorie
has just been shockingly betrayed by the man she loved and trusted the most in the world…though this
is just the tip of the iceberg of her problems and secrets. A month in North Carolina's Outer Banks is
just what they each of them needs.
Ty Bazemore is their landlord, though he's hanging on to the rambling old beach house by a thin thread.
After an inauspicious first meeting with Ellis, the two find themselves disturbingly attracted to one
another, even as Ty is about to lose everything he's ever cared about.
Maryn Shackleford is a stranger, and a woman on the run. Maryn needs just a few things in life: no
questions, a good hiding place, and a new identity. Ellis, Julia, and Dorie can provide what Maryn
wants; can they also provide what she needs?
Five people questioning everything they ever thought they knew about life. Five people on a journey
that will uncover their secrets and point them on the path to forgiveness. Five people who each need a
sea change, and one month in a summer rental
Binocular Vision: New & Selected Stories by Edith Pearlman & Ann Patchett
In this sumptuous offering, one of our premier storytellers provides a feast for fiction aficionados.
Spanning four decades and three prize-winning collections, these twenty-one vintage selected stories
and thirteen scintillating new ones take us around the world, from Jerusalem to Central America, from
tsarist Russia to London during the Blitz, from central Europe to Manhattan, and from the Maine coast
to Godolphin, Massachusetts, a fictional suburb of Boston. These charged locales, and the lives of the
endlessly varied characters within them, are evoked with a tenderness and incisiveness found in only
our most observant seers.
No matter the situation in which her characters find themselves -- an unforeseen love affair between
adolescent cousins, a lifetime of memories unearthed by an elderly couple's decision to shoplift, the
deathbed secret of a young girl's forbidden forest tryst with the tsar, the danger that befalls a wealthy
couple's child in a European inn of misfits -- Edith Pearlman conveys their experience with wit and
aplomb, with relentless but clear-eyed optimism, and with a supple prose that reminds us, sentence by
sentence, page by page, of the gifts our greatest verbal innovators can bestow.

A Drop of the Hard Stuff (Matthew Scudder) by Lawrence Block
Matthew Scudder is facing his demons. Forced out of the NYPD, he's given up the drink. He's thinking
seriously about his relationship with sometime girlfriend Jan. Then he runs into "High-Low" Jack
Ellery, a childhood friend from the Bronx. They're two sides of the same coin: Scudder once solved
crimes as a detective. Ellery committed them. In Scudder, Ellery sees the moral man he might have
become. In Ellery, Scudder sees the hard-won sobriety he hopes to achieve.
Then Ellery is killed, shot once in the mouth and once between the eyes, presumably while attempting
to atone for past sins. Is it what he saw or what he said that got him killed? Ellery had no family, no
friends to press for justice. Scudder reluctantly begins his own investigation, with just one lead-Ellery's
Alcoholics Annonymous list of people he wronged. One of them may be a murderer, but that's not
necessarily Scudder's greatest danger. Immersing himself in Ellery's world may lead him right back to
the bar stool.
The Help by Kathryn Stockett
Twenty-two-year-old Skeeter has just returned home after graduating from Ole Miss. She may have a
degree, but it is 1962, Mississippi, and her mother will not be happy till Skeeter has a ring on her
finger. Skeeter would normally find solace with her beloved maid Constantine, the woman who raised
her, but Constantine has disappeared and no one will tell Skeeter where she has gone.
Aibileen is a black maid, a wise, regal woman raising her seventeenth white child. Something has
shifted inside her after the loss of her own son, who died while his bosses looked the other way. She is
devoted to the little girl she looks after, though she knows both their hearts may be broken.
Minny, Aibileen’s best friend, is short, fat, and perhaps the sassiest woman in Mississippi. She can cook
like nobody’s business, but she can’t mind her tongue, so she’s lost yet another job. Minny finally finds
a position working for someone too new to town to know her reputation. But her new boss has secrets
of her own.
Seemingly as different from one another as can be, these women will nonetheless come together for a
clandestine project that will put them all at risk. And why? Because they are suffocating within the
lines that define their town and their times. And sometimes lines are made to be crossed.
In pitch-perfect voices, Kathryn Stockett creates three extraordinary women whose determination to
start a movement of their own forever changes a town, and the way women—mothers, daughters,
caregivers, friends—view one another. A deeply moving novel filled with poignancy, humor, and hope,
The Help is a timeless and universal story about the lines we abide by, and the ones we don’t.

Misery Bay: An Alex McKnight Novel by Steve Hamilton
On a frozen January night, a young man loops one end of a long rope over the branch of a tree. The
other end he ties around his neck. A snowmobiler will find him thirty-six hours later, his lifeless eyes
staring out at the endless cold water of Lake Superior. It happens in a lonely corner of the Upper
Peninsula, in a place they call Misery Bay. Alex McKnight does not know this young man, and he
won’t even hear about the suicide until another cold night, two months later and 250 miles away, when
the door to the Glasgow Inn opens and the last person Alex would ever expect to see comes walking in
to ask for his help. What seems like a simple quest to find a few answers will turn into a nightmare of
sudden violence and bloody revenge and a race against time to catch a ruthless killer. McKnight knows
all about evil, of course, having faced down a madman who killed his partner and left a bullet next to
his heart. Mobsters, drug dealers, hit men - he’s seen them all, and they’ve taken away almost
everything he’s ever loved. But none of them could have prepared him for the darkness he’s about to
face.
North River: A Novel by Pete Hamill
One snowy New Year's Day, in the midst of the Great Depression, Dr. James Delaney--haunted by the
slaughters of the Great War, and abandoned by his wife and daughter--returns home to find his threeyear-old grandson on his doorstep, left by his mother in Delaney's care. Coping with this unexpected
arrival, Delaney hires Rose, a tough, decent Sicilian woman with a secret in her past. Slowly, as Rose
and the boy begin to care for the good doctor, the numbness in Delaney begins to melt. Recreating
1930s New York with the vibrancy and rich detail that are his trademarks, Pete Hamill weaves a story
of honor, family, and one man's simple courage that no reader will soon forget.
Purgatory Chasm: A Mystery by Steve Ulfelder
The job seems simple. Conway Sax, a no-nonsense auto mechanic with a knack for solving difficult
problems, has never liked obnoxious blowhard Tander Phigg. But a promise is a promise. Tander’s a
Barnburner, a member of the unique Alcoholics Anonymous group that rescued Conway, and when a
Barnburner has a problem, Conway takes care of it. Besides, all Tander wants is to get back his baby, a
vintage Mercedes that’s been in a shady auto shop far too long.
But Conway soon discovers there's much more to the problem than Tander first let on – especially
when Tander turns up dead. Conway was the last person seen with the victim, and on top of that, he has
a record, making him the cops’ top suspect. He must catch the killer to clear himself, but beyond that,
he’s a man who honors his promises, even when the guy he made them to is dead.
In the tradition of Robert B. Parker and Dennis Lehane, Steve Ulfelder’s crackling debut mystery
features a gritty, razor-sharp new voice in crime fiction. Conway Sax isn’t a hired gun or a wisecracking urbanite. He’s just a mechanic trying to make his way, a blue-collar guy whose ideas about
family and loyalty are as deeply held as they are strong. He’ll break your heart if you’re not careful.

Railroaded: The Transcontinentals & the Making of Modern America by Richard White
The transcontinental railroads of the late nineteenth century were the first corporate behemoths. Their
attempts to generate profits from proliferating debt sparked devastating panics in the U.S. economy.
Their dependence on public largess drew them into the corridors of power, initiating new forms of
corruption. Their operations rearranged space and time, and remade the landscape of the West. As
wheel and rail, car and coal, they opened new worlds of work and ways of life. Their discriminatory
rates sparked broad opposition and a new antimonopoly politics.
With characteristic originality, range, and authority, Richard White shows the transcontinentals to be
pivotal actors in the making of modern America. But the triumphal myths of the golden spike, robber
barons larger than life, and an innovative capitalism all die here. Instead we have a new vision of the
Gilded Age, often darkly funny, that shows history to be rooted in failure as well as success.
Sister: A Novel by Rosamund Lupton
When her mom calls to tell her that Tess, her younger sister, is missing, Bee returns home to London on
the first flight. She expects to find Tess and give her the usual lecture, the bossy big sister scolding her
flighty baby sister for taking off without letting anyone know her plans. Tess has always been a free
spirit, an artist who takes risks, while conservative Bee couldn’t be more different. Bee is used to
watching out for her wayward sibling and is fiercely protective of Tess (and has always been a little
stern about her antics). But then Tess is found dead, apparently by her own hand.
Bee is certain that Tess didn’t commit suicide. Their family and the police accept the sad reality, but
Bee feels sure that Tess has been murdered. Single-minded in her search for a killer, Bee moves into
Tess's apartment and throws herself headlong into her sister's life--and all its secrets.
Though her family and the police see a grieving sister in denial, unwilling to accept the facts, Bee
uncovers the affair Tess was having with a married man and the pregnancy that resulted, and her
difficultly with a stalker who may have crossed the line when Tess refused his advances. Tess was also
participating in an experimental medical trial that might have gone very wrong. As a determined Bee
gives her statement to the lead investigator, her story reveals a predator who got away with murder-and an obsession that may cost Bee her own life.
Snow in August by Pete Hamill
In the year 1947, Michael Devlin, eleven years old and 100 percent American-Irish, is about to forge an
extraordinary bond with a refugee of war named Rabbi Judah Hirsch. Standing united against a
common enemy, they will summon from ancient sources a power in desperately short supply in modern
Brooklyn-a force that's forgotten by most of the world but is known to believers as magic.
The Snowman (Harry Hole) by Jo Nesbo & Don Bartlett
Oslo in November. The first snow of the season has fallen. A boy named Jonas wakes in the night to
find his mother gone. Out his window, in the cold moonlight, he sees the snowman that inexplicably
appeared in the yard earlier in the day. Around its neck is his mother’s pink scarf.
Hole suspects a link between a menacing letter he’s received and the disappearance of Jonas’s
mother—and of perhaps a dozen other women, all of whom went missing on the day of a first snowfall.
As his investigation deepens, something else emerges: he is becoming a pawn in an increasingly
terrifying game whose rules are devised—and constantly revised—by the killer.
Fiercely suspenseful, its characters brilliantly realized, its atmosphere permeated with evil, The
Snowman is the electrifying work of one of the best crime writers of our time.

The Story of Beautiful Girl by Rachel Simon
It is 1968. Lynnie, a young white woman with a developmental disability, and Homan, an African
American deaf man, are locked away in an institution, the School for the Incurable and Feebleminded,
and have been left to languish, forgotten. Deeply in love, they escape, and find refuge in the farmhouse
of Martha, a retired schoolteacher and widow. But the couple is not alone-Lynnie has just given birth to
a baby girl. When the authorities catch up to them that same night, Homan escapes into the darkness,
and Lynnie is caught. But before she is forced back into the institution, she whispers two words to
Martha: "Hide her." And so begins the 40-year epic journey of Lynnie, Homan, Martha, and baby Julialives divided by seemingly insurmountable obstacles, yet drawn together by a secret pact and
extraordinary love.
Tabloid City: A Novel by Pete Hamill
In a stately West Village town house, a wealthy socialite and her secretary are murdered. In the 24
hours that follow, a flurry of activity surrounds their shocking deaths:
The head of one of the city's last tabloids stops the presses. A cop investigates the killing. A reporter
chases the story. A disgraced hedge fund manager flees the country. An Iraq War vet seeks revenge.
And an angry young extremist plots a major catastrophe.
The City is many things: a proving ground, a decadent carnival, or a palimpsest of memories--a historic
metropolis eclipsed by modern times. As much a thriller as it is a gripping portrait of the city of today,
Tabloid City is a new fiction classic from the writer who has captured New York perfectly for decades.
These Dark Things: … Captain Natalia … by Jan Weiss
When a beautiful college student is found murdered in the catacombs beneath a monastary, Captain
Natalia Monte of the Carabinieri is assigned to investigate. Could the killer be a professor the student
had been sleeping with? A blind monk who loved her? Or perhaps a member of the brutal Napali
criminal organization, the Camorra? As Natalia pursues her investigation, the crime families of Naples
go to war over garbage-hauling contracts; and all across the city heaps of trash pile up, uncollected.
When one of Natalia's childhood friends is caught up in the violence, her loyalties are tested, and each
move she makes threatens her own life and the lives of those she loves.
The Winemaker … by Noah Gordon
Josep Alvarez is a young man in the tiny grape-growing village of Santa Eulália, in northern Spain,
where his father grows black grapes that are turned into cheap vinegar. Joseph loves the agricultural
life, but he is the second son, and his father’s vineyard will be inherited by his brother Donat, the
firstborn. Josep needs to keep his hands in the soil. He yearns for a job growing grapes and for an
opportunity to marry Teresa Gallego.
In Madrid, an assassination plot, conceived against the political leader of Spain by men of wealth and
power, creates a storm of intrigue that sucks into its vortex a group of innocent young farm workers in
Santa Eulália. How Josep’s life is changed drastically by these events, and how, ironically, they
gradually turn him into an inspired vintner with an evolving vision of life, is the fascinating story of
The Winemaker.

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Though he may not speak of them, the memories still dwell inside Jacob Jankowski's ninetysomething-year-old mind. Memories of himself as a young man, tossed by fate onto a rickety train that
was home to the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. Memories of a world filled with
freaks and clowns, with wonder and pain and anger and passion; a world with its own narrow, irrational
rules, its own way of life, and its own way of death. The world of the circus: to Jacob it was both
salvation and a living hell.
Jacob was there because his luck had run out—orphaned and penniless, he had no direction until he
landed on this locomotive "ship of fools." It was the early part of the Great Depression, and everyone in
this third-rate circus was lucky to have any job at all. Marlena, the star of the equestrian act, was there
because she fell in love with the wrong man, a handsome circus boss with a wide mean streak. And
Rosie the elephant was there because she was the great gray hope, the new act that was going to be the
salvation of the circus; the only problem was, Rosie didn't have an act—in fact, she couldn't even
follow instructions. The bond that grew among this unlikely trio was one of love and trust, and
ultimately, it was their only hope for survival.
Surprising, poignant, and funny, Water for Elephants is that rare novel with a story so engrossing, one
is reluctant to put it down; with characters so engaging, they continue to live long after the last page has
been turned; with a world built of wonder, a world so real, one starts to breathe its air.
Where Cool Waters Flow by Randy Spencer
Master Maine Guide Randy Spencer knows the lakes, streams, and woodlands around Grand Lake
Stream, Maine like few others. He has learned the ways of the old Maine Guides - from the proper way
to prepare shore lunches, to where to find the best salmon and bass, to how to survive in the wilderness
- from some of the area's local legends. Now, in his first book, Where Cool Waters Flow, Randy puts
you in the casting seat of his Grand Laker, introduces his many "sports" who come from miles away to
decompress, brings you out on the trail during fall hunts, and takes you on many other adventures as
only an insider can.
In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson
The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America’s first ambassador to
Hitler’s Germany in a year that proved to be a turning point in history.
A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter,
Martha. At first Martha is entranced by the parties and pomp, and the handsome young men of the
Third Reich with their infectious enthusiasm for restoring Germany to a position of world prominence.
Enamored of the “New Germany,” she has one affair after another, including with the suprisingly
honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of Jewish persecution mounts,
confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father telegraphs his concerns to a largely indifferent
State Department back home. Dodd watches with alarm as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and
drafts of frightening new laws begin to circulate. As that first year unfolds and the shadows deepen, the
Dodds experience days full of excitement, intrigue, romance--and ultimately, horror, when a climactic
spasm of violence and murder reveals Hitler’s true character and ruthless ambition.
Suffused with the tense atmosphere of the period, and with unforgettable portraits of the bizarre
Göring and the expectedly charming--yet wholly sinister--Goebbels, In the Garden of Beasts lends a
stunning, eyewitness perspective on events as they unfold in real time, revealing an era of surprising
nuance and complexity. The result is a dazzling, addictively readable work that speaks volumes about
why the world did not recognize the grave threat posed by Hitler until Berlin, and Europe, were awash
in blood and terror.

The Dovekeepers by Alice Hoffman
In 70 C.E., nine hundred Jews held out for months against armies of Romans on Masada, a mountain in
the Judean desert. According to the ancient historian Josephus, two women and five children survived.
Based on this tragic and iconic event, Hoffman’s novel is a spellbinding tale of four extraordinarily
bold, resourceful, and sensuous women, each of whom has come to Masada by a different path. Yael’s
mother died in childbirth, and her father, an expert assassin, never forgave her for that death. Revka, a
village baker’s wife, watched the horrifically brutal murder of her daughter by Roman soldiers; she
brings to Masada her young grandsons, rendered mute by what they have witnessed. Aziza is a
warrior’s daughter, raised as a boy, a fearless rider and an expert marksman who finds passion with a
fellow soldier. Shirah, born in Alexandria, is wise in the ways of ancient magic and medicine, a woman
with uncanny insight and power.
The lives of these four complex and fiercely independent women intersect in the desperate days of the
siege. All are dovekeepers, and all are also keeping secrets—about who they are, where they come
from, who fathered them, and whom they love. The Dovekeepers is Alice Hoffman’s masterpiece.
The Cat's Table by Michael Ondaatje
In the early 1950s, an 11-year-old boy in Colombo boards a ship bound for England. At mealtimes he is
seated at the “cat’s table”—as far from the Captain’s Table as can be—with a ragtag group of
“insignificant” adults and two other boys, Cassius and Ramadhin. As the ship makes its way across the
Indian Ocean, through the Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean, the boys tumble from one adventure to
another, bursting all over the place like freed mercury. But there are other diversions as well: One man
talks with them about jazz and women, another opens the door to the world of literature. The narrator’s
elusive, beautiful cousin Emily becomes his confidante, allowing him to see himself “with a distant
eye” for the first time, and to feel the first stirring of desire. Another cat’s table denizen, the shadowy
Miss Lasqueti, is perhaps more than what she seems. And very late every night, the boys spy on a
shackled prisoner, his crime and his fate a galvanizing mystery that will haunt them forever.
As the narrative moves between the decks and holds of the ship and the boy’s adult years, it tells a
spellbinding story—by turns poignant and electrifying—about the magical, often forbidden discoveries
of childhood and a lifelong journey that begins unexpectedly with a spectacular sea voyage.
The Paris Wife by Paula McLain
Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given up on love
and happiness—until she meets Ernest Hemingway and her life changes forever. Following a
whirlwind courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, where they become the golden couple in a
lively and volatile group—the fabled “Lost Generation”—that includes Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound,
and F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald.
Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill prepared for the hard-drinking and fast-living life of
Jazz Age Paris, which hardly values traditional notions of family and monogamy. Surrounded by
beautiful women and competing egos, Ernest struggles to find the voice that will earn him a place in
history, pouring all the richness and intensity of his life with Hadley and their circle of friends into the
novel that will become The Sun Also Rises. Hadley, meanwhile, strives to hold on to her sense of self
as the demands of life with Ernest grow costly and her roles as wife, friend, and muse become more
challenging. Despite their extraordinary bond, they eventually find themselves facing the ultimate crisis
of their marriage—a deception that will lead to the unraveling of everything they’ve fought so hard for.
A heartbreaking portrayal of love and torn loyalty, The Paris Wife is all the more poignant because we
know that, in the end, Hemingway wrote that he would rather have died than fallen in love with anyone
but Hadley.

The Stranger's Child by Alan Hollinghurst
In the late summer of 1913, George Sawle brings his Cambridge schoolmate—a handsome, aristocratic
young poet named Cecil Valance—to his family’s modest home outside London for the weekend.
George is enthralled by Cecil, and soon his sixteen-year-old sister, Daphne, is equally besotted by him
and the stories he tells about Corley Court, the country estate he is heir to. But what Cecil writes in
Daphne’s autograph album will change their and their families’ lives forever: a poem that, after Cecil is
killed in the Great War and his reputation burnished, will become a touchstone for a generation, a work
recited by every schoolchild in England. Over time, a tragic love story is spun, even as other secrets lie
buried—until, decades later, an ambitious biographer threatens to unearth them.
Marie Chapdelaine (French Edition) by Louis Hemon
A young woman living with her family on the frontier in Quebec, Canada, endures the hardships of
isolation and climate, and chooses between three suitors: a trapper, a farmer, and an immigrant from
Paris .
A Convient Hatred: The Story of Anti-Semitism by Phyllis Goldstein
A Convenient Hatred chronicles a very particular hatred through powerful stories that allow readers to
see themselves in the tarnished mirror of history. It raises important questions about the consequences
of our assumptions and beliefs and the ways we, as individuals and as members of a society, make
distinctions between "us" and "them," right and wrong, good and evil. These questions are both
universal and particular.
The Jerusalem Diamond by Noah Gordon
As Nebuchadnezzar's hordes approach Jerusalem, sacred objects are hidden—the Tablets of Law, the
Ark and its cover, the golden cherubim, and the breastplate of the High Priest, bearing twelve precious
stones, one from each tribe. The stone from the tribe of Zebulon is a great yellow diamond. This novel
is the story of how three of the world’s great religions compete to gain the diamond as desperately as
they have struggled over the tiny land, which the stone represents. It is also the story of Harry
Hopeman, a diamond man from a diamond family; of his love for a remarkable Yemenite woman; and
of his painstaking search for the valuable ancient diamond whose history is interwoven with the past of
the Jewish people. A chronicle of ancient Judaism and modern Israel, The Jerusalem Diamond is at
once an exciting adventure, a passionate love story, and an absorbing voyage through history.

Matters of Choice (Cole) by Noah Gordon
Roberta Jeanne d’Arc Cole is favored to be named associate chief of medicine at a Boston hospital. She
is married to a surgeon. They own a trophy residence on historic Brattle Street in Cambridge and a
summer house in the Berkshire Hills.
Everything melts away. Her gender and her work at an abortion clinic cost her the hospital
appointment. Her marriage fails. Crushed, she goes to the farmhouse in Western Massachusetts,
thinking to sell it, and finds an unexpected life. How she continues to fight for every woman’s right to
choose, while acknowledging her own ticking clock and maternal yearning, makes this prize-winning
third story of the Cole trilogy as relevant as tomorrow.
The Physician by Noah Gordon
In eleventh-century London, a child holds the hand of his dying mother and is terrified, aware
something is taking her. Orphaned and given to an itinerant barber-surgeon, Rob Cole becomes a fasttalking swindler, peddling a worthless medicine. But as he matures, his strange gift—an acute
sensitivity to impending death—never leaves him, and he yearns to become a healer.
Arab madrassas are the only authentic medical schools, and he makes his perilous way to Persia.
Christians are barred from Muslim schools, but claiming he is a Jew, he studies under the world’s most
renowned physician, Avicenna. How the woman who is his great love struggles against her only rival—
medicine—makes a riveting modern classic.
The Rabbi by Noah Gordon
Michael Kind is raised in the Jewish cauldron of 1920s New York, familiar with the stresses and
materialism of metropolitan life. Turning to the ancient set of ethics of his Orthodox grandfather, with a
modern twist, he becomes a Reform rabbi. As insecure and sexually needy as any other young male, he
serves as a circuit-rider rabbi in the Ozarks, and then as a temple rabbi in the racially ugly South, in a
San Francisco suburb, in a Pennsylvania college town, and finally, in a New England community west
of Boston. Along the way he falls deeply in love with and marries the daughter of a Congregational
minister; she converts to Judaism and they have two complex, interesting children. Noah Gordon’s
picture of a brilliant and talented religious counselor—who at times is as bereft and uncertain as any of
his congregants—is a deeply moving and very satisfying novel.
Shaman (Cole) by Noah Gordon
Dr. Robert Judson Cole travels from his ravaged Scotland homeland, through the operating rooms of
Boston, to the cabins of frontier Illinois. In the wilderness he befriends the starving remnants of the
Sauk tribe, who have fled their reservation. In the process, he absorbs their culture and learns native
remedies that enrich the classical medical education he received at Edinburgh University. He marries a
remarkable settler woman he had saved from illness. The details of how their deaf son manages to
become a physician also, despite his handicap, and the story of how the Cole family is sucked into the
bloody vortex of the Civil War and survives, makes an exceptional reading experience.

Defending Jacob: A Novel by William Landay
Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county for more than
twenty years. He is respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with
his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is
blindsided by what happens next: His fourteen-year-old son is charged with the murder of a fellow
student.
Every parental instinct Andy has rallies to protect his boy. Jacob insists that he is innocent, and Andy
believes him. Andy must. He’s his father. But as damning facts and shocking revelations surface, as a
marriage threatens to crumble and the trial intensifies, as the crisis reveals how little a father knows
about his son, Andy will face a trial of his own—between loyalty and justice, between truth and
allegation, between a past he’s tried to bury and a future he cannot conceive.
A Drinking Life: A memoir by Pete Hamill
As a child during the Depression and World War II, Pete Hamill learned early that drinking was an
essential part of being a man, inseparable from the rituals of celebration, mourning, friendship,
romance, and religion. Only later did he discover its ability to destroy any writer's most valuable tools:
clarity, consciousness, memory. In A Drinking Life, Hamill explains how alcohol slowly became a part
of his life, and how he ultimately left it behind. Along the way, he summons the mood of an America
that is gone forever, with the bittersweet fondness of a lifelong New Yorker.
Canada by Richard Ford
Then fifteen-year-old Dell Parsons' parents rob a bank, his sense of normal life is forever altered. In an
instant, this private cataclysm drives his life into before and after, a threshold that can never be
uncrossed.
His parents' arrest and imprisonment mean a threatening and uncertain future for Dell and his twin
sister, Berner. Willful and burning with resentment, Berner flees their home in Montana, abandoning
her brother and her life. But Dell is not completely alone. A family friend intervenes, spiriting him
across the Canadian border, in hopes of delivering him to a better life. There, afloat on the prairie of
Saskatchewan, Dell is taken in by Arthur Remlinger, an enigmatic and charismatic American whose
cool reserve masks a dark and violent nature.
Undone by the calamity of his parents' robbery and arrest, Dell struggles under the vast prairie sky to
remake himself and define the adults he thought he knew. But his search for grace and peace only
moves him nearer to a harrowing and murderous collision with Remlinger, an elemental force of
darkness.
Citizens of London by Lynne Olson
The acclaimed author of Troublesome Young Men reveals the behind-the-scenes story of how the
United States forged its wartime alliance with Britain, told from the perspective of three key American
players in London: Edward R. Murrow, the handsome, chain-smoking head of CBS News in Europe;
Averell Harriman, the hard-driving millionaire who ran FDR’s Lend-Lease program in London; and
John Gilbert Winant, the shy, idealistic U.S. ambassador to Britain. Each man formed close ties with
Winston Churchill—so much so that all became romantically involved with members of the prime
minister’s family. Drawing from a variety of primary sources, Lynne Olson skillfully depicts the
dramatic personal journeys of these men who, determined to save Britain from Hitler, helped convince
a cautious Franklin Roosevelt and reluctant American public to back the British at a critical time.

True North by H. B. Kravets
True North centers around a life that turns into a battle after a soldier returns home and must re-adjust
to his life as a civilian. Beginning in World War II, True North is a story of human nature put to the test.
The first two parts of the novel introduce us to life as a soldier, and we follow David as he becomes a
prisoner of war in Germany. He returns home with vivid memories, and terrible nightmares, eager to
see his lover, Jessie, again.
While I half-expected this book to be the quintessential "war novel", it was not. It was a novel about
finding one's path after drastic changes and tragedy, and about feeling out of place in everyday life. Mr.
Kravets does a wonderful job illustrating the struggles of a Veteran returning home. The author himself
was a POW, and his insight and style of writing is truly thought-provoking. This novel centers around
the psychological and life-changing effects of war, as the main character, David, struggles to find True
North.
The Racketeer by John Grisham
Who is the Racketeer? And what does he have to do with the judge’s untimely demise? His name, for
the moment, is Malcolm Bannister. Job status? Former attorney. Current residence? The Federal Prison
Camp near Frostburg, Maryland.
On paper, Malcolm’s situation isn’t looking too good these days, but he’s got an ace up his sleeve. He
knows who killed Judge Fawcett, and he knows why. The judge’s body was found in his remote
lakeside cabin. There was no forced entry, no struggle, just two dead bodies: Judge Fawcett and his
young secretary. And one large, state-of-the-art, extremely secure safe, opened and emptied.
What was in the safe? The FBI would love to know. And Malcolm Bannister would love to tell them.
But everything has a price—especially information as explosive as the sequence of events that led to
Judge Fawcett’s death. And the Racketeer wasn’t born yesterday . . .
Nothing is as it seems and everything’s fair game in this wickedly clever new novel from John
Grisham, the undisputed master of the legal thriller.
Atonement: A Novel by Ian McEwan
Ian McEwan s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and forgiveness provides all
the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the provocation we have come to expect from this master of
English prose.
On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment s flirtation between
her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant and Cecilia s childhood friend. But
Briony s incomplete grasp of adult motives together with her precocious literary gifts brings about a
crime that will change all their lives. As it follows that crime s repercussions through the chaos and
carnage of World War II and into the close of the twentieth century, Atonement engages the reader on
every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it as a genuine masterpiece.

Bad Pharma: How Drug Companies Mislead... by Ben Goldacre
We like to imagine that medicine is based on evidence and the results of fair testing and clinical trials.
In reality, those tests and trials are often profoundly flawed. We like to imagine that doctors who write
prescriptions for everything from antidepressants to cancer drugs to heart medication are familiar with
the research literature about a drug, when in reality much of the research is hidden from them by drug
companies. We like to imagine that doctors are impartially educated, when in reality much of their
education is funded by the pharmaceutical industry. We like to imagine that regulators have some code
of ethics and let only effective drugs onto the market, when in reality they approve useless drugs, with
data on side effects casually withheld from doctors and patients.
All these problems have been shielded from public scrutiny because they’re too complex to capture in
a sound bite. But Ben Goldacre shows that the true scale of this murderous disaster fully reveals itself
only when the details are untangled. He believes we should all be able to understand precisely how data
manipulation works and how research misconduct in the medical industry affects us on a global scale.
With Goldacre’s characteristic flair and a forensic attention to detail, Bad Pharma reveals a shockingly
broken system and calls for regulation. This is the pharmaceutical industry as it has never been seen
before.
The Watchmaker's Daughter: a Memoir by Sonia Taitz
The Watchmaker's Daughter tells the story of a child of two refugees: a watchmaker who saved lives
within Dachau prison, and his wife, a gifted concert pianist about to make her debut when the Nazis
seized power. In this memoir, Sonia Taitz is born into a world in which the Holocaust is discussed
constantly by her insular concentration camp-surviving parents. This legacy, combined with Sonia's
passion and intelligence, leads the author to forge an adventurous life in which she seeks to heal both
her parents and herself through travel, achievement, and a daring love affair. Ironically, it is her
marriage to a non-Jew that brings her parents the peace and fulfillment they would never have
imagined possible. Sonia manages to combine her own independence with a tender dutifulness,
honoring her parents' legacy while forging a new family of her own.
The Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal
While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Simon Wiesenthal was taken one day from his work
detail to the bedside of a dying member of the SS. Haunted by the crimes in which he had participated,
the soldier wanted to confess to--and obtain absolution from--a Jew. Faced with the choice between
compassion and justice, silence and truth, Wiesenthal said nothing. But even years after the way had
ended, he wondered: Had he done the right thing? What would you have done in his place?
In this important book, fifty-three distinguished men and women respond to Wiesenthal's
questions. They are theologians, political leaders, writers, jurists, psychiatrists, human rights activists,
Holocaust survivors, and victims of attempted genocides in Bosnia, Cambodia, China and Tibet. Their
responses, as varied as their experiences of the world, remind us that Wiesenthal's questions are not
limited to events of the past. Often surprising and always thought provoking, The Sunflower will
challenge you to define your beliefs about justice, compassion, and human responsibility.

Eighty Days: Race Around the World by Matthew Goodman
On November 14, 1889, Nellie Bly, the crusading young female reporter for Joseph Pulitzer’s World
newspaper, left New York City by steamship on a quest to break the record for the fastest trip around
the world. Also departing from New York that day—and heading in the opposite direction by train—
was a young journalist from The Cosmopolitan magazine, Elizabeth Bisland. Each woman was
determined to outdo Jules Verne’s fictional hero Phileas Fogg and circle the globe in less than eighty
days. The dramatic race that ensued would span twenty-eight thousand miles, captivate the nation, and
change both competitors’ lives forever.
The two women were a study in contrasts. Nellie Bly was a scrappy, hard-driving, ambitious reporter
from Pennsylvania coal country who sought out the most sensational news stories, often going
undercover to expose social injustice. Genteel and elegant, Elizabeth Bisland had been born into an
aristocratic Southern family, preferred novels and poetry to newspapers, and was widely referred to as
the most beautiful woman in metropolitan journalism. Both women, though, were talented writers who
had carved out successful careers in the hypercompetitive, male-dominated world of big-city
newspapers. Eighty Days brings these trailblazing women to life as they race against time and each
other, unaided and alone, ever aware that the slightest delay could mean the difference between victory
and defeat.
A vivid real-life re-creation of the race and its aftermath, from its frenzied start to the nail-biting dash at
its finish, Eighty Days is history with the heart of a great adventure novel. Here’s the journey that takes
us behind the walls of Jules Verne’s Amiens estate, into the back alleys of Hong Kong, onto the
grounds of a Ceylon tea plantation, through storm-tossed ocean crossings and mountains blocked by
snowdrifts twenty feet deep, and to many more unexpected and exotic locales from London to
Yokohama. Along the way, we are treated to fascinating glimpses of everyday life in the late nineteenth
century—an era of unprecedented technological advances, newly remade in the image of the steamship,
the railroad, and the telegraph. For Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland—two women ahead of their time
in every sense of the word—were not only racing around the world. They were also racing through the
very heart of the Victorian age.

Gone Girl: A Novel by Gillian Flynn
Marriage can be a real killer.
One of the most critically acclaimed suspense writers of our time, New York Times bestseller
Gillian Flynn takes that statement to its darkest place in this unputdownable masterpiece about a
marriage gone terribly, terribly wrong. The Chicago Tribune proclaimed that her work “draws you in
and keeps you reading with the force of a pure but nasty addiction.” Gone Girl’s toxic mix of sharpedged wit and deliciously chilling prose creates a nerve-fraying thriller that confounds you at every
turn.
On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne’s fifth
wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made when Nick’s clever
and beautiful wife disappears from their rented McMansion on the Mississippi River. Husband-of-theYear Nick isn’t doing himself any favors with cringe-worthy daydreams about the slope and shape of
his wife’s head, but passages from Amy's diary reveal the alpha-girl perfectionist could have put
anyone dangerously on edge. Under mounting pressure from the police and the media—as well as
Amy’s fiercely doting parents—the town golden boy parades an endless series of lies, deceits, and
inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and he’s definitely bitter—but is he really a killer?
As the cops close in, every couple in town is soon wondering how well they know the one that
they love. With his twin sister, Margo, at his side, Nick stands by his innocence. Trouble is, if Nick
didn’t do it, where is that beautiful wife? And what was in that silvery gift box hidden in the back of
her bedroom closet?
With her razor-sharp writing and trademark psychological insight, Gillian Flynn delivers a fastpaced, devilishly dark, and ingeniously plotted thriller that confirms her status as one of the hottest
writers around.
The Namesake: A Novel by Jhumpa Lahiri
Jhumpa Lahiri's debut story collection, Interpreter of Maladies, took the literary world by storm when
it won the Pulitzer Prize in 2000. Fans who flocked to her stories will be captivated by her best-selling
first novel, now in paperback for the first time. The Namesake is a finely wrought, deeply moving
family drama that illuminates this acclaimed author's signature themes: the immigrant experience, the
clash of cultures, the tangled ties between generations.
The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through their
fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of an arranged wedding, Ashoke and Ashima
Ganguli settle in Cambridge, Massachusetts, where Ashoke does his best to adapt while his wife pines
for home. When their son, Gogol, is born, the task of naming him betrays their hope of respecting old
ways in a new world. And we watch as Gogol stumbles along the first-generation path, strewn with
conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs.
With empathy and penetrating insight, Lahiri explores the expectations bestowed on us by our parents
and the means by which we come to define who we are.

The International Book of Bob by Bob Harris
Hired by ForbesTraveler.com to review some of the most luxurious accommodations on Earth, and then
inspired by a chance encounter in Dubai with the impoverished workers whose backbreaking jobs
create such opulence, Bob Harris had an epiphany: He would turn his own good fortune into an effort
to make lives like theirs better. Bob found his way to Kiva.org, the leading portal through which
individuals make microloans all over the world: for as little as $25-50, businesses are financed and
people are uplifted. Astonishingly, the repayment rate was nearly 99%, so he re-loaned the money to
others over and over again.
After making hundreds of microloans online, Bob wanted to see the results first-hand, and in The
International Bank of Bob he travels from Peru and Bosnia to Rwanda and Cambodia, introducing us to
some of the most inspiring and enterprising people we've ever met, while illuminating day-to-day lifepolitical and emotional-in much of the world that Americans never see. Told with humor and
compassion, The International Bank of Bob brings the world to our doorstep, and makes clear that each
of us can, actually, make it better.
Mosssad: The Greatest Missions of the Israeli Secret Service by M. Bar-Zohar & Nissim Mishal
For decades, Israel's renowned security arm, the Mossad, has been widely recognized as the best
intelligence service in the world. In Mossad, authors Michael Bar-Zohar and Nissim Mishal take us
behind the closed curtain with riveting, eye-opening, boots-on-the-ground accounts of the most
dangerous, most crucial missions in the agency's 60-year history. These are real Mission: Impossible
true stories brimming with high-octane action—from the breathtaking capture of Nazi executioner
Adolph Eichmann to the recent elimination of key Iranian nuclear scientists. Anyone who is fascinated
by the world of international espionage, intelligence, and covert "Black-Ops" warfare will find Mossad
electrifying reading.
The Secret History of Vladimir Nabakov by Andrea Pitzer
Novelist Vladimir Nabokov witnessed the horrors of his century, escaping Revolutionary Russia then
Germany under Hitler, and fleeing France with his Jewish wife and son just weeks before Paris fell to
the Nazis. He repeatedly faced accusations of turning a blind eye to human suffering to write artful
tales of depravity. But does one of the greatest writers in the English language really deserve the label
of amoral aesthete bestowed on him by so many critics?
Using information from newly-declassified intelligence files and recovered military history, journalist
Andrea Pitzer argues that far from being a proponent of art for art’s sake, Vladimir Nabokov managed
to hide disturbing history in his fiction—history that has gone unnoticed for decades. Nabokov emerges
as a kind of documentary conjurer, spending the most productive decades of his career recording a saga
of forgotten concentration camps and searing bigotry, from World War I to the Gulag and the
Holocaust. Lolita surrenders Humbert Humbert’s secret identity, and reveals a Nabokov appalled by
American anti-Semitism. The lunatic narrator of Pale Fire recalls Russian tragedies that once haunted
the world. From Tsarist courts to Nazi film sets, from CIA front organizations to wartime Casablanca,
the story of Nabokov’s family is the story of his century—and both are woven inextricably into his
fiction.

Painting the Corners: A Collection of Off-Center Baseball Stories by Bob Weintraub
Bob Weintraub's marvelous collection of baseball stories goes directly to the core of what the game
does for us when we watch it being played on the field, and shows how its heroes and villains can reach
into a person's life and remain a part of us for the rest of our days. The stories are told from various
perspectives, including those of the player, manager, general manager, coach, scout, owner, writer,
broadcaster and fan. Each strives for its own sense of authenticity, seeks to introduce characters we'd be
comfortable spending time with, and in many cases ends with an unexpected twist. W.P. Kinsella,
author of "Shoeless Joe" ("Field of Dreams"), says that "Weintraub has executed a triple play: savvy
baseball writing, unforgettable characters and a home run ending for each tale."
Fellow Mortals: A Novel by Dennis Mahoney
When Henry Cooper sets out on his mail route on Arcadia Street one crisp spring morning, he has no
idea that his world is about to change. He is simply enjoying the sunshine as he lights up a cigar and
tosses the match to the ground, entirely unaware that he has just started a fire that will destroy a
neighborhood and kill a young wife.
Even though the fire has been put out, it has ignited a lurking menace in an otherwise
apparently peaceful suburb. In Fellow Mortals, Dennis Mahoney depicts the fire’s aftermath in the lives
of its survivors. There’s Henry’s wife, Ava, devoted to her husband but yearning to recover a simpler
time in their marriage. There’s the angry neighbor, Peg, who wants Henry to pay for what he’s done, no
matter the cost—which ends up being grave. And then there’s Sam Bailey, the sculptor who lost his
wife in the fire and has retreated to the woods to carve mysterious figures out of trees. As Sam
struggles to overcome his anger and loss, Henry becomes the focal point of deepening loyalties and
resentments, leaving them all vulnerable to hidden dangers and reliant on the bonds that have emerged,
unexpectedly, from tragedy.
With sparse and handsome prose reminiscent of Raymond Carver and early Stewart O’Nan,
Mahoney’s probing first novel charts the fall of a man who has spent his life working to be decent and
shows us a community trying desperately to hold itself together.
And the Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseini
Khaled Hosseini’s And the Mountains Echoed begins simply enough, with a father recounting a folktale
to his two young children. The tale is about a young boy who is taken by a div (a sort of ogre), and how
that fate might not be as terrible as it first seems—a brilliant device that firmly sets the tone for the rest
of this sweeping, heartbreaking, and ultimately uplifting novel. A day after he tells the tale of the div,
the father gives away his own daughter to a wealthy man in Kabul. What follows is a series of stories
within the story, told through multiple viewpoints, spanning more than half a century, and shifting
across continents. The novel moves through war, separation, birth, death, deceit, and love, illustrating
again and again how people’s actions, even the seemingly selfless ones, are shrouded in ambiguity.
This is a masterwork by a master storyteller.

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Atossa Leoni, who is German-born of Afghan ancestry, was clearly chosen because she can pronounce
all the Afghan words—a big plus, but it's the only plus in this bad reading. Dropping her voice on the
last word of every sentence, her phrasing is regularly rendered ungrammatical by breaks at the wrong
points. Her narrow vocal range makes for a dull and often difficult listening experience. Despite the
reader, the book holds the listener thanks to Hosseini's riveting story—an in-depth exploration of
Afghan society in the three decades of anti-Soviet jihad, civil war and Taliban cruelty. He impels us to
empathize with and admire those most victimized by Afghan history and culture—women. Mariam, a
15-year-old bastard whose mother commits suicide, is married off to 40-year-old Rasheed, who abuses
her brutally, especially after she has several miscarriages. At 60, Rasheed takes in 14-year-old Laila,
whose parents were blown up by stray bombs. He soon turns violent with her. Although Laila is united
with her childhood beloved, the potential return of the Taliban always shadows their happiness.
The Sisterhood by Helen Bryan
Menina Walker was a child of fortune. Rescued after a hurricane in South America, doomed to a life of
poverty with a swallow medal as her only legacy, the orphaned toddler was adopted by an American
family and taken to a new life.
As a beautiful, intelligent woman of nineteen, she is in love, engaged, and excited about the future—
until another traumatic event shatters her dreams. Menina flees to Spain to bury her misery in research
for her college thesis about a sixteenth-century artist who signed his works with the image of a
swallow—the same image as the one on Menina’s medal.
But a mugging strands Menina in a musty, isolated Spanish convent. Exploring her surroundings, she
discovers the epic sagas of five orphan girls who were hidden from the Spanish Inquisition and
received help escaping to the New World. Is Menina’s medal a link to them, or to her own past? Did
coincidence lead her to the convent, or fate?
Both love story and historical thriller, The Sisterhood is an emotionally charged ride across continents
and centuries.
A Guide for the Perplexed by Dara Horn
Software prodigy Josie Ashkenazi has invented an application that records everything its users do.
When an Egyptian library invites her to visit as a consultant, her jealous sister Judith persuades her to
go. But in Egypt’s postrevolutionary chaos, Josie is abducted—leaving Judith free to take over Josie’s
life at home, including her husband and daughter, while Josie’s talent for preserving memories becomes
a surprising test of her empathy and her only means of escape.
A century earlier, another traveler arrives in Egypt: Solomon Schechter, a Cambridge professor hunting
for a medieval archive hidden in a Cairo synagogue. Both he and Josie are haunted by the work of the
medieval philosopher Moses Maimonides, a doctor and rationalist who sought to reconcile faith and
science, destiny and free will. But what Schechter finds, as he tracks down the remnants of a thousandyear-old community’s once-vibrant life, will reveal the power and perils of what Josie’s ingenious work
brings into being: a world where nothing is ever forgotten.
An engrossing adventure that intertwines stories from Genesis, medieval philosophy, and the digital
frontier, A Guide for the Perplexed is a novel of profound inner meaning and astonishing imagination.

The Daughters of Mars by Thomas Keneally
IN 1915, Naomi and Sally Durance, two spirited Australian sisters, join the war effort as nurses,
escaping the confines of their father’s farm and carrying a guilty secret with them. Though they are
used to tending the sick, nothing could have prepared them for what they confront, first on a hospital
ship near Gallipoli, then on the Western Front.
Yet amid the carnage, the sisters become the friends they never were at home and find themselves
courageous in the face of extreme danger and also the hostility from some on their own side. There is
great bravery, humor, and compassion, too, and the inspiring example of the remarkable women they
serve alongside. In France, where Naomi nurses in a hospital set up by the eccentric Lady Tarlton while
Sally works in a casualty clearing station, each meets an exceptional man: the kind of men for whom
they might give up some of their newfound independence—if only they all survive.
At once vast in scope and extraordinarily intimate, The Daughters of Mars brings World War I vividly
to life from an uncommon perspective. Thomas Keneally has written a remarkable novel about
suffering and transcendence, despair and triumph, and the simple acts of decency that make us human
even in a world gone mad.
Evil Eye: Four Novellas of Love Gone Wrong by Joyce Carol Oates
In "Evil Eye," we meet Mariana, the young 4th wife of a prominent intellectual. When her husband's
brazen first wife visits one night, Mariana learns a terrible secret that threatens her marriage and sanity.
In "So Near, Anytime, Always," shy teenager Lizbeth meets Desmond, a charming boy who offers this
introverted girl the first sparks of young romance. Yet just as their relationship begins to blossom,
Lizbeth realizes that beneath Desmond's perfect façade lies a dark soul that could wreak havoc on
Lizbeth and her loved ones. In "The Execution," spoiled college student Bart Hansen has planned the
perfect, brutal crime to get back at his parents for their years of condescension. Yet what he didn't plan
for is a mother whose love is more resilent than he could have ever imagined, who threatens to derail
his carefully laid-out plans.
Bleeding Edge by Thomas Pynchon
Maxine Tarnow is running a nice little fraud investigation business on the Upper West Side, chasing
down different kinds of small-scale con artists. She used to be legally certified but her license got
pulled a while back, which has actually turned out to be a blessing because now she can follow her own
code of ethics—carry a Beretta, do business with sleazebags, hack into people’s bank accounts—
without having too much guilt about any of it. Otherwise, just your average working mom—two boys
in elementary school, an off-and-on situation with her sort of semi-ex-husband Horst, life as normal as
it ever gets in the neighborhood—till Maxine starts looking into the finances of a computer-security
firm and its billionaire geek CEO, whereupon things begin rapidly to jam onto the subway and head
downtown. She soon finds herself mixed up with a drug runner in an art deco motorboat, a professional
nose obsessed with Hitler’s aftershave, a neoliberal enforcer with footwear issues, plus elements of the
Russian mob and various bloggers, hackers, code monkeys, and entrepreneurs, some of whom begin to
show up mysteriously dead. Foul play, of course.
With occasional excursions into the DeepWeb and out to Long Island, Thomas Pynchon, channeling his
inner Jewish mother, brings us a historical romance of New York in the early days of the internet, not
that distant in calendar time but galactically remote from where we’ve journeyed to since.

The Longest Ride by Nicholas Sparks
Ira Levinson is in trouble. Ninety-one years old and stranded and injured after a car crash, he struggles
to retain consciousness until a blurry image materializes beside him: his beloved wife Ruth, who passed
away nine years ago. Urging him to hang on, she forces him to remain alert by recounting the stories of
their lifetime together - how they met, the precious paintings they collected together, the dark days of
WWII and its effect on them and their families. Ira knows that Ruth can't possibly be in the car with
him, but he clings to her words and his memories, reliving the sorrows and everyday joys that defined
their marriage.
A few miles away, at a local bull-riding event, a Wake Forest College senior's life is about to change.
Recovering from a recent break-up, Sophia Danko meets a young cowboy named Luke, who bears little
resemblance to the privileged frat boys she has encountered at school. Through Luke, Sophia is
introduced to a world in which the stakes of survival and success, ruin and reward -- even life and death
- loom large in everyday life. As she and Luke fall in love, Sophia finds herself imagining a future far
removed from her plans -- a future that Luke has the power to rewrite . . . if the secret he's keeping
doesn't destroy it first.
Ira and Ruth. Sophia and Luke. Two couples who have little in common, and who are separated by
years and experience. Yet their lives will converge with unexpected poignancy, reminding us all that
even the most difficult decisions can yield extraordinary journeys: beyond despair, beyond death, to the
farthest reaches of the human heart.
Loss of Innocence by Richard North Patterson
Loss of Innocence, the second book in the Blaine trilogy, “in one life of the 1960s, symbolizes a
movement that keeps changing all our lives” (Gloria Steinem) in “a richly-layered look at the loss of
innocence not only among his characters but that which America lost as a nation." (Martha’s Vineyard
Times) “An extraordinary novel—profound, emotionally involving and totally addictive,” said actor
and author Stephen Fry, “this may be Richard North Patterson’s best work.”
America is in a state of turbulence, engulfed in civil unrest and uncertainty. Yet for Whitney Danespending the summer of her twenty-second year on Martha’s Vineyard--life could not be safer, nor the
future more certain. Educated at Wheaton, soon to be married, and the youngest daughter of the allAmerican Dane family, Whitney has everything she has ever wanted, and is everything her all-powerful
and doting father, Charles Dane, wants her to be. But the Vineyard’s still waters are disturbed by the
appearance of Benjamin Blaine. An underprivileged, yet fiercely ambitious and charismatic figure,
Blaine is a force of nature neither Whitney nor her family could have prepared for.
As Ben’s presence begins to awaken independence within Whitney, it also brings deep-rooted family
tensions to a dangerous head. And soon Whitney’s set-in-stone future becomes far from satisfactory,
and her picture-perfect family far from pretty.

Then We Take Berlin by John Lawton
Joe Wilderness is a World War II orphan, a condition that he thinks excuses him from common
morality. Cat burglar, card sharp, and Cockney wide boy, the last thing he wants is to get drafted. But in
1946 he finds himself in the Royal Air Force, facing a stretch in military prison . . . when along comes
Lt Colonel Burne-Jones to tell him MI6 has better use for his talents.
Posted to occupied Berlin, interrogating ex-Nazis, and burgling the odd apartment for MI6, Wilderness
finds himself with time on his hands and the devil making work. He falls in with Frank, a US Army
captain, with Eddie, a British artilleryman and with Yuri, a major in the NKVD and together they lift
the black market scam to a new level. Coffee never tasted so sweet. And he falls for Nell Breakheart, a
German girl who has witnessed the worst that Germany could do and is driven by all the scruples that
Wilderness lacks.
Fifteen years later, June 1963. Wilderness is free-lance and down on his luck. A gumshoe scraping by
on divorce cases. Frank is a big shot on Madison Avenue, cooking up one last Berlin scam . . . for
which he needs Wilderness once more. Only now they're not smuggling coffee, they're smuggling
people. And Nell? Nell is on the staff of West Berlin's mayor Willy Brandt, planning for the state visit
of the most powerful man in the world: "Ich bin ein Berliner!"
Then We Take Berlin is a gripping, meticulously researched and richly detailed historical thriller – a
moving story of espionage and war, and people caught up in the most tumultuous events of the twentyfirst century.
W is for Wasted by Sue Grafton
Two dead men changed the course of my life that fall. One of them I knew and the other I’d never laid
eyes on until I saw him in the morgue.
The first was a local PI of suspect reputation. He’d been gunned down near the beach at Santa Teresa. It
looked like a robbery gone bad. The other was on the beach six weeks later. He’d been sleeping rough.
Probably homeless. No identification. A slip of paper with Millhone’s name and number was in his
pants pocket. The coroner asked her to come to the morgue to see if she could ID him.
Two seemingly unrelated deaths, one a murder, the other apparently of natural causes.
But as Kinsey digs deeper into the mystery of the John Doe, some very strange linkages begin to
emerge. And before long at least one aspect is solved as Kinsey literally finds the key to his identity.
“And just like that,” she says, “the lid to Pandora’s box flew open. It would take me another day before
I understood how many imps had been freed, but for the moment, I was inordinately pleased with
myself.”
In this multilayered tale, the surfaces seem clear, but the underpinnings are full of betrayals,
misunderstandings, and outright murderous fraud. And Kinsey, through no fault of her own, is
thoroughly compromised.

The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America by George Packer
American democracy is beset by a sense of crisis. Seismic shifts during a single generation have
created a country of winners and losers, allowing unprecedented freedom while rending the social
contract, driving the political system to the verge of breakdown, and setting citizens adrift to find new
paths forward. In The Unwinding, George Packer, author of The Assassins’ Gate: America in Iraq, tells
the story of the United States over the past three decades in an utterly original way, with his
characteristically sharp eye for detail and gift for weaving together complex narratives.
The Unwinding journeys through the lives of several Americans, including Dean Price, the son
of tobacco farmers, who becomes an evangelist for a new economy in the rural South; Tammy Thomas,
a factory worker in the Rust Belt trying to survive the collapse of her city; Jeff Connaughton, a
Washington insider oscillating between political idealism and the lure of organized money; and Peter
Thiel, a Silicon Valley billionaire who questions the Internet’s significance and arrives at a radical
vision of the future. Packer interweaves these intimate stories with biographical sketches of the era’s
leading public figures, from Newt Gingrich to Jay-Z, and collages made from newspaper headlines,
advertising slogans, and song lyrics that capture the flow of events and their undercurrents.
The Unwinding portrays a superpower in danger of coming apart at the seams, its elites no
longer elite, its institutions no longer working, its ordinary people left to improvise their own schemes
for success and salvation. Packer’s novelistic and kaleidoscopic history of the new America is his most
ambitious work to date.
Wilson by A. Scott Berg
One hundred years after his inauguration, Woodrow Wilson still stands as one of the most influential
figures of the twentieth century, and one of the most enigmatic. And now, after more than a decade of
research and writing, Pulitzer Prize-winning author A. Scott Berg has completed Wilson--the most
personal and penetrating biography ever written about the 28th President.
In addition to the hundreds of thousands of documents in the Wilson Archives, Berg was the first
biographer to gain access to two recently-discovered caches of papers belonging to those close to
Wilson. From this material, Berg was able to add countless details--even several unknown events--that
fill in missing pieces of Wilson’s character and cast new light on his entire life.
From the scholar-President who ushered the country through its first great world war to the man of
intense passion and turbulence , from the idealist determined to make the world “safe for democracy”
to the stroke-crippled leader whose incapacity and the subterfuges around it were among the century’s
greatest secrets, the result is an intimate portrait written with a particularly contemporary point of view
– a book at once magisterial and deeply emotional about the whole of Wilson’s life, accomplishments,
and failings. This is not just Wilson the icon – but Wilson the man.

A Ship Without a Sail: A Life of Lorenz Hart by Gary Murmenstein
“Blue Moon,” “Where or When,” “The Lady Is a Tramp,” “My Funny Valentine,” “Isn’t It Romantic?,”
“Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered”—these are just some of the unforgettable songs that lyricist
Lorenz “Larry” Hart wrote together with composer Richard Rodgers. A Ship Without a Sail is the story
of the exuberant yet troubled Hart, who wrote so knowingly about the love that eluded him in his own
short life.
Despite their highly successful collaborations for Broadway and Hollywood, Rodgers and Hart were an
odd couple. Rodgers was precise, handsome, heterosexual, and eager to be accepted by Society. Hart
was barely five feet tall, alcoholic, homosexual, most at home in a bar or restaurant, and prone to
unexplained disappearances. His lyrics spin with wit, brilliance, and sophistication, yet at their core is
an unmistakable wistfulness and yearning; they are all the more remarkable considering that he never
sustained a romantic relationship, living virtually his entire life with his mother until his death at age
forty-eight.
Gary Marmorstein’s revelatory biography brings Hart and his colorful world vividly to life, and
includes many of the lyrics that define Hart’s indelible legacy.
The Bully Pulpit by Doris Kearns Goodwin
The gap between rich and poor has never been wider . . . legislative stalemate paralyzes the country . . .
corporations resist federal regulations . . . spectacular mergers produce giant companies . . . the
influence of money in politics deepens . . . bombs explode in crowded streets . . . small wars proliferate
far from our shores . . . a dizzying array of inventions speeds the pace of daily life.
These unnervingly familiar headlines serve as the backdrop for Doris Kearns Goodwin’s highly
anticipated The Bully Pulpit—a dynamic history of the first decade of the Progressive era, that
tumultuous time when the nation was coming unseamed and reform was in the air.
The story is told through the intense friendship of Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft—a
close relationship that strengthens both men before it ruptures in 1912, when they engage in a brutal
fight for the presidential nomination that divides their wives, their children, and their closest friends,
while crippling the progressive wing of the Republican Party, causing Democrat Woodrow Wilson to be
elected, and changing the country’s history.
The Luminaries: A Novel by Eleanor Catton
It is 1866, and young Walter Moody has come to make his fortune upon the New Zealand goldfields.
On the stormy night of his arrival, he stumbles across a tense gathering of twelve local men who have
men in secret to discuss a series of unexplained events: A wealthy man has vanished, a prostitute has
tried to end her life, and an enormous fortune has been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk.
Moody is soon drawn into the mystery: a network of fates and fortunes that is as complex and
exquisitely ornate as the night sky.
Richly evoking a mid-nineteenth-century world of shipping, banking, and gold rush boom and bus, The
Luminaries is a brilliantly constructed, fiendishly clever ghost story and a gripping page-turner. It is a
thrilling achievement for someone still in her midtwenties, and will confirm for critics and readers that
Eleanor Catton is one of the brightest stars in the international writing firmament.

Forty Chances: Finding Hope in a Hungry World by Howard G. Buffet
IF YOU HAD THE RESOURCES TO ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING GREAT IN THE WORLD,
WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
Legendary investor Warren Buffett posed this challenge to his son in 2006, when he announced he was
leaving the bulk of his fortune to philanthropy. Howard G. Buffett set out to help the most vulnerable
people on earth—nearly a billion individuals who lack basic food security. And Howard has given
himself a deadline: 40 years to put more than $3 billion to work on this challenge.
Each of us has about 40 chances to accomplish our goals in life. Howard learned this lesson through his
passion for farming: all farmers can expect to have about 40 growing seasons, giving them just 40
chances to improve on every harvest. This lesson applies to all of us, however, because we all have
about 40 productive years to do the best job we can, whatever our passions may be.
40 Chances: Finding Hope in a Hungry World is a book that captures Howard’s journey. We join him
around the world as he seeks out new approaches to ease the suffering of so many. It is told in a unique
format: 40 stories that will provide readers a compelling look at Howard’s lessons learned, ranging
from his own backyard to some of the most difficult and dangerous places on Earth.
Stoner by John Williams
William Stoner is born at the end of the nineteenth century into a dirt-poor Missouri farming family.
Sent to the state university to study agronomy, he instead falls in love with English literature and
embraces a scholar’s life, so different from the hardscrabble existence he has known. And yet as the
years pass, Stoner encounters a succession of disappointments: marriage into a “proper” family
estranges him from his parents; his career is stymied; his wife and daughter turn coldly away from him;
a transforming experience of new love ends under threat of scandal. Driven ever deeper within himself,
Stoner rediscovers the stoic silence of his forebears and confronts an essential solitude.
John Williams’s luminous and deeply moving novel is a work of quiet perfection. William Stoner
emerges from it not only as an archetypal American, but as an unlikely existential hero, standing, like a
figure in a painting by Edward Hopper, in stark relief against an unforgiving world.
The Isle of Youth: Stories by Laura van den Berg
Laura van den Berg’s gorgeous new book, The Isle of Youth, explores the lives of women mired in
secrecy and deception. From a newlywed caught in an inscrutable marriage, to private eyes working a
baffling case in South Florida, to a teenager who assists her magician mother and steals from the
audience, the characters in these bewitching stories are at once vulnerable and dangerous, bighearted
and ruthless, and they will do what it takes to survive.
Each tale is spun with elegant urgency, and the reader grows attached to the marginalized young
women in these stories—women grappling with the choices they’ve made and searching for the clues
to unlock their inner worlds. This is the work of a fearless writer whose stories feel both magical and
mystical, earning her the title of “sorceress” from her readers. Be prepared to fall under her spell.

The Lost Wife by Alyson Richman
In pre-war Prague, the dreams of two young lovers are shattered when they are separated by the Nazi
invasion. Then, decades later, thousands of miles away in New York, there's an inescapable glance of
recognition between two strangers...
Providence is giving Lenka and Josef one more chance. From the glamorous ease of life in Prague
before the Occupation, to the horrors of Nazi Europe, The Lost Wife explores the power of first love,
the resilience of the human spirit- and the strength of memory.
Drawn Into Darkness by Nancy Springer
Liana Clymer is running away—from her divorce, from her past, from herself. Leaving behind
everything she knows, she finds herself ensconced in a fuchsia-colored cottage in the swampy
hinterlands of the Florida panhandle. Far from the grown sons who don’t return her calls, her only
companion her dog, Liana decides to put her best foot forward and get to know whoever lives in the
blue house across the street, the only neighbors within sight of her new home.
But minutes after a teenage boy, Justin, answers the door and wins her over with his shy kindness, his
face appears on the TV screen and is immediately recognizable as that of the child who was taken from
his parents two years ago. Worse, Justin’s abductor has no intention of letting Liana go.
A powerful will to live—and to save Justin too—seizes hold of Liana. She will fight tooth and nail to
survive. But does she have what it takes to thwart a wily, depraved psychopath for whom abuse is a
way of life...and killing is routine?
Taking The Stand: My Life in the Law by Alan Dershowitz
In Taking the Stand, Dershowitz reveals the evolution of his own thinking on such fundamental issues
as censorship and the First Amendment, Civil Rights, Abortion, homocide and the increasing role that
science plays in a legal defense. Alan Dershowitz, the Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law at Harvard
University, and the author of such acclaimed bestsellers as Chutzpah, The Best Defense, and Reversal
of Fortune, for the first time recounts his legal biography, describing his struggles academically at
Yeshiva High School growning up in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, his successes at Yale, clerking for
Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg, his appointment to full professor at the Harvard at age 28, the
youngest in the school's history. Dershowitz went on to work on many of the most celebrated cases in
the land, from appealing (successfully) Claus Von Bulow's conviction for the murder of his wife Sunny,
to the O.J. Simpson trial, to defending Mike Tyson, Leona Helmsley, Patty Hearst, and countless
others. He is currently part of the legal team advising Julian Assange.
The Kid: The Immortal Life of Ted Williams by Ben Bradlee, Jr
Williams was the best hitter in baseball history. His batting average of .406 in 1941 has not been topped
since, and no player who has hit more than 500 home runs has a higher career batting average. Those
totals would have been even higher if Williams had not left baseball for nearly five years in the prime
of his career to serve as a Marine pilot in WWII and Korea. He hit home runs farther than any player
before him--and traveled a long way himself, as Ben Bradlee, Jr.'s grand biography reveals. Born in
1918 in San Diego, Ted would spend most of his life disguising his Mexican heritage. During his 22
years with the Boston Red Sox, Williams electrified crowds across America--and shocked them, too:
His notorious clashes with the press and fans threatened his reputation. Yet while he was a God in the
batter's box, he was profoundly human once he stepped away from the plate. His ferocity came to
define his troubled domestic life. While baseball might have been straightforward for Ted Williams, life
was not. Bradlee's marvelous book clears the fences, too.

The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII, the Playboy Prince by Jane Ridley
This richly entertaining biography chronicles the eventful life of Queen Victoria’s firstborn son, the
quintessential black sheep of Buckingham Palace, who matured into as wise and effective a monarch as
Britain has ever seen. Granted unprecedented access to the royal archives, noted scholar Jane Ridley
draws on numerous primary sources to paint a vivid portrait of the man and the age to which he gave
his name.
Born Prince Albert Edward, and known to familiars as “Bertie,” the future King Edward VII had a
well-earned reputation for debauchery. A notorious gambler, glutton, and womanizer, he preferred the
company of wastrels and courtesans to the dreary life of the Victorian court. His own mother
considered him a lazy halfwit, temperamentally unfit to succeed her. When he ascended to the throne in
1901, at age fifty-nine, expectations were low. Yet by the time he died nine years later, he had proven
himself a deft diplomat, hardworking head of state, and the architect of Britain’s modern constitutional
monarchy.
Jane Ridley’s colorful biography rescues the man once derided as “Edward the Caresser” from the
clutches of his historical detractors. Excerpts from letters and diaries shed new light on Bertie’s long
power struggle with Queen Victoria, illuminating one of the most emotionally fraught mother-son
relationships in history. Considerable attention is paid to King Edward’s campaign of personal
diplomacy abroad and his valiant efforts to reform the political system at home. Separating truth from
legend, Ridley also explores Bertie’s relationships with the women in his life. Their ranks comprised
his wife, the stunning Danish princess Alexandra, along with some of the great beauties of the era: the
actress Lillie Langtry, longtime “royal mistress” Alice Keppel (the great-grandmother of Camilla
Parker Bowles), and Lady Randolph Churchill, mother of Winston.
Edward VII waited nearly six decades for his chance to rule, then did so with considerable panache and
aplomb. A magnificent life of an unexpectedly impressive king, The Heir Apparent documents the
remarkable transformation of a man—and a monarchy—at the dawn of a new century.
North of Boston: A Novel by Elizabeth Elo
When the fishing boat Pirio is on is rammed by a freighter, she finds herself abandoned in the North
Atlantic. Somehow, she survives nearly four hours in the water before being rescued by the Coast
Guard. But the boat’s owner and her professional fisherman friend, Ned, is not so lucky.
Compelled to look after Noah, the son of the late Ned and her alcoholic prep school friend,
Thomasina, Pirio can’t shake the lurking suspicion that the boat’s sinking—and Ned’s death—was no
accident. It’s a suspicion seconded by her deeply cynical, autocratic Russian father, who tells her that
nothing is ever what it seems. Then the navy reaches out to her to participate in research on human
survival in dangerously cold temperatures.
With the help of a curious journalist named Russell Parnell, Pirio begins unraveling a lethal plot
involving the glacial whaling grounds off Baffin Island. In a narrow inlet in the arctic tundra, Pirio
confronts her ultimate challenge: to trust herself.

Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War by Robert M. Gates
Before Robert M. Gates received a call from the White House in 2006, he thought he’d left Washington
politics behind: after working for six presidents in both the CIA and the National Security Council, he
was happy in his role as president of Texas A&M University. But when he was asked to help a nation
mired in two wars and to aid the troops doing the fighting, he answered what he felt was the call of
duty. Now, in this unsparing memoir, meticulously fair in its assessments, he takes us behind the scenes
of his nearly five years as a secretary at war: the battles with Congress, the two presidents he served,
the military itself, and the vast Pentagon bureaucracy; his efforts to help Bush turn the tide in Iraq; his
role as a guiding, and often dissenting, voice for Obama; the ardent devotion to and love for American
soldiers—his “heroes”—he developed on the job.
In relating his personal journey as secretary, Gates draws us into the innermost sanctums of
government and military power during the height of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, illuminating iconic
figures, vital negotiations, and critical situations in revealing, intimate detail. Offering unvarnished
appraisals of Dick Cheney, Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton, and Presidents Bush and Obama among other
key players, Gates exposes the full spectrum of behind-closed-doors politicking within both the Bush
and Obama administrations.
He discusses the great controversies of his tenure—surges in both Iraq and Afghanistan, how to deal
with Iran and Syria, “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” Guantánamo Bay, WikiLeaks—as they played out behind
the television cameras. He brings to life the Situation Room during the Bin Laden raid. And, searingly,
he shows how congressional debate and action or inaction on everything from equipment budgeting to
troop withdrawals was often motivated, to his increasing despair and anger, more by party politics and
media impact than by members’ desires to protect our soldiers and ensure their success.
However embroiled he became in the trials of Washington, Gates makes clear that his heart was
always in the most important theater of his tenure as secretary: the front lines. We journey with him to
both war zones as he meets with active-duty troops and their commanders, awed by their courage, and
also witness him greet coffin after flag-draped coffin returned to U.S. soil, heartbreakingly aware that
he signed every deployment order. In frank and poignant vignettes, Gates conveys the human cost of
war, and his admiration for those brave enough to undertake it when necessary.
Duty tells a powerful and deeply personal story that allows us an unprecedented look at two
administrations and the wars that have defined them.
Priscilla: The Hidden Life of an Englishwoman in Wartime France by Nicholas Shakespeare
When Nicholas Shakespeare stumbled across a trunk full of his late aunt’s personal belongings, he was
unaware of where this discovery would take him and what he would learn about her hidden past. The
glamorous, mysterious figure he remembered from his childhood was very different from the morally
ambiguous young woman who emerged from the trove of love letters, journals and photographs,
surrounded by suitors and living the precarious existence of a British citizen in a country controlled by
the enemy during World War II.
As a young boy, Shakespeare had always believed that his aunt was a member of the Resistance and
had been tortured by the Germans.The truth turned out to be far more complicated.
Piecing together fragments of his aunt’s remarkable and tragic story, Priscilla is at once a stunning
story of detection, a loving portrait of a flawed woman trying to survive in terrible times, and a
spellbinding slice of history.

Leaving Russia: A Jewish Story by Maxim D. Shrayer
A memoir of coming of age and struggling to leave the USSR. Shrayer chronicles the triumphs and
humiliations of a Soviet childhood and expresses the dreams and fears of a Jewish family that never
gave up its hopes for a better life. Narrated in the tradition of Tolstoy s confessional trilogy and
Nabokov s autobiography, this is a searing account of the KGB s persecution of refuseniks, a poet s
rebellion against totalitarian culture, and Soviet fantasies of the West during the Cold War. Shrayer s
remembrances are set against a rich backdrop of politics and ethnic conflict on the brink of the Soviet
empire s collapse. His moving story offers generous doses of humor and tenderness, counterbalanced
with longing and violence. Leaving Russia is a love story in which a young Jew s love is unrequited
and his heart is forever broken by his homeland.
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother.
Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange
new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and
tormented above all by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of her: a
small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art.
As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth
of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated and in love--and at the center of a narrowing, ever
more dangerous circle.
The Last Jew by Noah Gordon
In the year 1492, the Inquisition has all of Spain in its grip. After centuries of pogrom-like riots
encouraged by the Church, the Jews - who have been an important part of Spanish life since the days of
the Romans - are expelled from the country by royal edict. Many who wish to remain are intimidated
by Church and Crown and become Catholics, but several hundred thousand choose to retain their
religion and depart; given little time to flee, some perish even before they can escape from Spain.
Yonah Toledano, the 15-year-old son of a celebrated Spanish silversmith, has seen his father and
brother die during these terrible days - victims whose murders go almost unnoticed in a time of mass
upheaval. Trapped in Spain by circumstances, he is determined to honor the memory of his family by
remaining a Jew.
On a donkey named Moise, Yonah begins a meandering journey, a young fugitive zigzagging across the
vastness of Spain. Toiling at manual labor, he desperately tries to cling to his memories of a vanished
culture. As a lonely shepherd on a mountaintop he hurls snatches of almost forgotten Hebrew at the
stars, as an apprentice armorer he learns to fight like a Christian knight. Finally, as a man living in a
time and land where danger from the Inquisition is everywhere, he deals with the questions that mark
his past. How he discovers the answers, how he finds his way to a singular and strong Marrano woman,
how he achieves a life with the outer persona of a respected Old Christian physician and the inner life
of a secret Jew, is the fabric of this novel. The Last Jew is a glimpse of the past, an authentic tale of
high adventure, and a tender and unforgettable love story. In it, Noah Gordon utilizes his greatest
strengths, and the result is remarkable and moving.

The Son by Philipp Meyer
Philipp Meyer, the acclaimed author of American Rust, returns with The Son: an epic of the American
West and a multigenerational saga of power, blood, land, and oil that follows the rise of one
unforgettable Texas family, from the Comanche raids of the 1800s to the to the oil booms of the 20th
century.
Harrowing, panoramic, and deeply evocative, The Son is a fully realized masterwork in the
greatest tradition of the American canon—an unforgettable novel that combines the narrative prowess
of Larry McMurtry with the knife-edge sharpness of Cormac McCarthy.
The Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar Hoover's Secret FBI by Betty Medsger
The never-before-told full story of the history-changing break-in at the FBI office in Media,
Pennsylvania, by a group of unlikely activists—quiet, ordinary, hardworking Americans—that made
clear the shocking truth and confirmed what some had long suspected, that J. Edgar Hoover had created
and was operating, in violation of the U.S. Constitution, his own shadow Bureau of Investigation.
It begins in 1971 in an America being split apart by the Vietnam War . . . A small group
of activists—eight men and women—the Citizens Commission to Investigate the FBI, inspired by
Daniel Berrigan’s rebellious Catholic peace movement, set out to use a more active, but nonviolent,
method of civil disobedience to provide hard evidence once and for all that the government was
operating outside the laws of the land.
The would-be burglars—nonpro’s—were ordinary people leading lives of purpose: a professor
of religion and former freedom rider; a day-care director; a physicist; a cab driver; an antiwar activist, a
lock picker; a graduate student haunted by members of her family lost to the Holocaust and the
passivity of German civilians under Nazi rule.
Betty Medsger's extraordinary book re-creates in resonant detail how this group of unknowing
thieves, in their meticulous planning of the burglary, scouted out the low-security FBI building in a
small town just west of Philadelphia, taking into consideration every possible factor, and how they
planned the break-in for the night of the long-anticipated boxing match between Joe Frazier (war
supporter and friend to President Nixon) and Muhammad Ali (convicted for refusing to serve in the
military), knowing that all would be fixated on their televisions and radios.
Medsger writes that the burglars removed all of the FBI files and, with the utmost deliberation,
released them to various journalists and members of Congress, soon upending the public’s perception
of the inviolate head of the Bureau and paving the way for the first overhaul of the FBI since Hoover
became its director in 1924. And we see how the release of the FBI files to the press set the stage for
the sensational release three months later, by Daniel Ellsberg, of the top-secret, seven-thousand-page
Pentagon study on U.S. decision-making regarding the Vietnam War, which became known as the
Pentagon Papers.
At the heart of the heist—and the book—the contents of the FBI files revealing J. Edgar
Hoover’s “secret counterintelligence program” COINTELPRO, set up in 1956 to investigate and
disrupt dissident political groups in the United States in order “to enhance the paranoia endemic in
these circles,” to make clear to all Americans that an FBI agent was “behind every mailbox,” a plan that
would discredit, destabilize, and demoralize groups, many of them legal civil rights organizations and
antiwar groups that Hoover found offensive—as well as black power groups, student activists, antidraft
protestors, conscientious objectors.

Operation Paperclip: The Secret Intelligence Program That Brought Nazi Scientists to America
by Annie Jacobsen
In the chaos following World War II, the U.S. government faced many difficult decisions, including
what to do with the Third Reich's scientific minds. These were the brains behind the Nazis' onceindomitable war machine. So began Operation Paperclip, a decades-long, covert project to bring
Hitler's scientists and their families to the United States.
Many of these men were accused of war crimes, and others had stood trial at Nuremberg; one was
convicted of mass murder and slavery. They were also directly responsible for major advances in
rocketry, medical treatments, and the U.S. space program. Was Operation Paperclip a moral outrage, or
did it help America win the Cold War?
Drawing on exclusive interviews with dozens of Paperclip family members, colleagues, and
interrogators, and with access to German archival documents (including previously unseen papers
made available by direct descendants of the Third Reich's ranking members), files obtained through the
Freedom of Information Act, and dossiers discovered in government archives and at Harvard
University, Annie Jacobsen follows more than a dozen German scientists through their postwar lives
and into a startling, complex, nefarious, and jealously guarded government secret of the twentieth
century.
In this definitive, controversial look at one of America's most strategic, and disturbing, government
programs, Jacobsen shows just how dark government can get in the name of national security.
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline
Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A community service
position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and
worse...
As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and Vivian aren’t
as different as they seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivian was put on
a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would be determined by luck
and chance.
Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mysteries that have haunted her
for her entire life – answers that will ultimately free them both.
Rich in detail and epic in scope, Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline is a powerful novel of
upheaval and resilience, of unexpected friendship, and of the secrets we carry that keep us from finding
out who we are.

Hard Choices by Hillary Rodham Clinton
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s inside account of the crises, choices, and challenges she faced during her
four years as America’s 67th Secretary of State, and how those experiences drive her view of the future.
“All of us face hard choices in our lives,” Hillary Rodham Clinton writes at the start of this personal
chronicle of years at the center of world events. “Life is about making such choices. Our choices and
how we handle them shape the people we become.”
In the aftermath of her 2008 presidential run, she expected to return to representing New York in the
United States Senate. To her surprise, her former rival for the Democratic Party nomination, newly
elected President Barack Obama, asked her to serve in his administration as Secretary of State. This
memoir is the story of the four extraordinary and historic years that followed, and the hard choices that
she and her colleagues confronted.
Secretary Clinton and President Obama had to decide how to repair fractured alliances, wind down two
wars, and address a global financial crisis. They faced a rising competitor in China, growing threats
from Iran and North Korea, and revolutions across the Middle East. Along the way, they grappled with
some of the toughest dilemmas of US foreign policy, especially the decision to send Americans into
harm’s way, from Afghanistan to Libya to the hunt for Osama bin Laden.
By the end of her tenure, Secretary Clinton had visited 112 countries, traveled nearly one million miles,
and gained a truly global perspective on many of the major trends reshaping the landscape of the
twenty-first century, from economic inequality to climate change to revolutions in energy,
communications, and health. Drawing on conversations with numerous leaders and experts, Secretary
Clinton offers her views on what it will take for the United States to compete and thrive in an
interdependent world. She makes a passionate case for human rights and the full participation in society
of women, youth, and LGBT people. An astute eyewitness to decades of social change, she
distinguishes the trendlines from the headlines and describes the progress occurring throughout the
world, day after day.
Secretary Clinton’s descriptions of diplomatic conversations at the highest levels offer readers a master
class in international relations, as does her analysis of how we can best use “smart power” to deliver
security and prosperity in a rapidly changing world—one in which America remains the indispensable
nation.
Irreconcilable Differences by H. King
Can love dissolve the centuries-old prejudices of two religions, two cultures?
An Old Man's Story by H.B. Kravets
Mike is an old man now, recounting a tale from his past that shaped his life. Following his WWII
combat service, Mike meets Angelina, a beautiful Cuban woman. Angelina is a passionate lover, but
her passion also extends to the struggles of her countrymen during the 1950s Cuban revolution. Mike
and Angelina travel to Cuba together to make their contribution to the conflict. They are soon captured
and separated. Follow the twists and turns of the story as Mike desperately searches for his beloved
Angelina.

One Lavendar Ribbon by Heather Burch
Reeling from a bitter divorce, Adrienne Carter abandons Chicago and retreats to the sun, sand, and
beauty of Southern Florida, throwing herself into the restoration of a dilapidated old Victorian beach
house. Early into the renovations, she discovers a tin box hidden away in the attic that reveals the
emotional letters from a WWII paratrooper to a young woman who lived in the house more than a halfcentury earlier.
The old letters—incredibly poetic and romantic—transcend time, and they arouse in Adrienne a
curiosity that leads her to track down the writer of the letters. William “Pops” Bryant is now an old man
living in a nearby town with his handsome but overprotective grandson, Will. As Adrienne begins to
unravel the secrets of the letters (and the Bryants), she finds herself not yet willing to give up entirely
on love.
The Heist by Daniel Silva
Gabriel Allon, art restorer and occasional spy, searches for a stolen masterpiece by Caravaggio in #1
New York Times bestselling author Daniel Silva’s latest action-packed tale of high stakes international
intrigue.
Sometimes the best way to find a stolen masterpiece is to steal another one . . .
Master novelist Daniel Silva has thrilled readers with sixteen thoughtful and gripping spy novels
featuring a diverse cast of compelling characters and ingenious plots that have taken them around the
globe and back—from the United States to Europe, Russia to the Middle East. His brilliant creation,
Gabriel Allon—art restorer, assassin, spy—has joined the pantheon of great fictional secret agents,
including George Smiley, Jack Ryan, Jason Bourne, and Simon Templar.
An Officer and a Spy by Robert Harris
Paris in 1895. Alfred Dreyfus, a young Jewish officer, has just been convicted of treason, sentenced to
life imprisonment at Devil’s Island, and stripped of his rank in front of a baying crowd of twentythousand. Among the witnesses to his humiliation is Georges Picquart, the ambitious, intellectual,
recently promoted head of the counterespionage agency that “proved” Dreyfus had passed secrets to the
Germans. At first, Picquart firmly believes in Dreyfus’s guilt. But it is not long after Dreyfus is
delivered to his desolate prison that Picquart stumbles on information that leads him to suspect that
there is still a spy at large in the French military. As evidence of the most malignant deceit mounts and
spirals inexorably toward the uppermost levels of government, Picquart is compelled to question not
only the case against Dreyfus but also his most deeply held beliefs about his country, and about
himself.
Blackwater: The Rise of the World's Most Powerful Mercenary Army by Jeremy Scahill
On September 16, 2007, machine gun fire erupted in Baghdad’s Nisour Square, leaving seventeen Iraqi
civilians dead, among them women and children. The shooting spree, labeled “Baghdad’s Bloody
Sunday,” was neither the work of Iraqi insurgents nor U.S. soldiers. The shooters were private forces
working for the secretive mercenary company, Blackwater Worldwide.
This is the explosive story of a company that rose a decade ago from Moyock, North Carolina,
to become one of the most powerful players in the “War on Terror.” In his gripping bestseller, awardwinning journalist Jeremy Scahill takes us from the bloodied streets of Iraq to hurricane-ravaged New
Orleans to the chambers of power in Washington, to expose Blackwater as the frightening new face of
the U.S. war machine.

Drone Warfare: Killing by Remote Control by Medea Benjamin, Barbara Erenreich
Drone Warfare is the first comprehensive analysis of one of the fastest growing—and most secretive—
fronts in global conflict: the rise of robot warfare. In 2000, the Pentagon had fewer than fifty aerial
drones; ten years later, it had a fleet of nearly 7,500, and the US Air Force now trains more drone
“pilots” than bomber and fighter pilots combined. Drones are already a $5 billion business in the US
alone. The human cost? Drone strikes have killed more than 200 children alone in Pakistan and Yemen.
CODEPINK and Global Exchange cofounder Medea Benjamin provides the first extensive
analysis of who is producing the drones, where they are being used, who controls these unmanned
planes, and what are the legal and moral implications of their use. In vivid, readable style, this book
also looks at what activists, lawyers, and scientists across the globe are doing to ground these weapons.
Benjamin argues that the assassinations we are carrying out from the air will come back to haunt us
when others start doing the same thing—to us.
Don't Cry, Tai Lake: An Inspector Chen Novel by Qiu Xiaolong
Chief Inspector Chen Cao of the Shanghai Police Department is offered a bit of luxury by friends and
supporters within the Party – a week’s vacation at a luxurious resort near Lake Tai, a week where he
can relax, and recover, undisturbed by outside demands or disruptions. Unfortunately, the once
beautiful Lake Tai, renowned for its clear waters, is now covered by fetid algae, its waters polluted by
toxic runoff from local manufacturing plants. Then the director of one of the manufacturing plants
responsible for the pollution is murdered and the leader of the local ecological group is the primary
suspect of the local police. Now Inspector Chen must tread carefully if he is to uncover the truth behind
the brutal murder and find a measure of justice for both the victim and the accused.
The Pious Ones: The World of Hasidim and Their Battles with America by Joseph Berger
As the population of ultra-Orthodox Jews in the United States increases to astonishing proportions,
veteran New York Times journalist Joseph Berger takes us inside the notoriously insular world of the
Hasidim to explore their origins, beliefs, and struggles—and the social and political implications of
their expanding presence in America.
Though the Hasidic way of life was nearly extinguished in the Holocaust, today the Hasidim—“the
pious ones”—have become one of the most prominent religious subcultures in America. In The Pious
Ones, New York Times journalist Joseph Berger traces their origins in eighteenth-century Eastern
Europe, illuminating their dynamics and core beliefs that remain so enigmatic to outsiders. He analyzes
the Hasidim’s codified lifestyle, revealing its fascinating secrets, complexities, and paradoxes, and
provides a nuanced and insightful portrayal of how their all-encompassing faith dictates nearly every
aspect of life—including work, education, food, sex, clothing, and social relations—sustaining a sense
of connection and purpose in a changing world.
From the intense sectarian politics to the conflicts that arise over housing, transportation, schooling,
and gender roles, The Pious Ones also chronicles the ways in which the fabric of Hasidic daily life is
threatened by exposure to the wider world and also by internal fissures within its growing population.

Gray Mountain by John Grisham
The year is 2008 and Samantha Kofer’s career at a huge Wall Street law firm is on the fast track—until
the recession hits and she gets downsized, furloughed, escorted out of the building. Samantha, though,
is one of the “lucky” associates. She’s offered an opportunity to work at a legal aid clinic for one year
without pay, after which there would be a slim chance that she’d get her old job back.
In a matter of days Samantha moves from Manhattan to Brady, Virginia, population 2,200, in
the heart of Appalachia, a part of the world she has only read about. Mattie Wyatt, lifelong Brady
resident and head of the town’s legal aid clinic, is there to teach her how to “help real people with real
problems.” For the first time in her career, Samantha prepares a lawsuit, sees the inside of an actual
courtroom, gets scolded by a judge, and receives threats from locals who aren’t so thrilled to have a
big-city lawyer in town. And she learns that Brady, like most small towns, harbors some big secrets.
Her new job takes Samantha into the murky and dangerous world of coal mining, where laws
are often broken, rules are ignored, regulations are flouted, communities are divided, and the land itself
is under attack from Big Coal. Violence is always just around the corner, and within weeks Samantha
finds herself engulfed in litigation that turns deadly.
Home Lands: Portraits of the New Jewish Diaspora by Larry Tye
In his travels overseas as a reporter for The Boston Globe, Larry Tye found a Jewish world that was
being revitalized in ways that were not reflected in what he was reading about the disappearing
diaspora and the vanishing Jews of America. His discoveries led him to write Home Lands, a
compelling narrative that tells the story of a renewed Jewish diaspora.
Tye picked seven Jewish communities around the world, and in each he zeroes in on a single
family or congregation whose tale reflects the wider community's history and current situation. The
first impression that emerges from his travels are the cities' differences. Far more striking, however, is
what they share-Jews everywhere still have enough customs and rituals in common for outsiders to see
them as part of the same people.
The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin
Olympics by Daniel James Brown
Anybody who loves competitive athletics or people will be captivated by the true events in this book.
These young men fought against great odds and won! They knew what they had to do, and they were
willing to pay the price for victory. A sport like rowing, or any intense endurance sport, always involves
pain and dedicated training over a long period of time. Sacrifices must be made. The odds are usually
against them ever being good enough to overcome the obstacles and the top-flight competition waiting
just ahead on the road to victory. But...this book is based on real people and real events. It is not fiction.
In fact, after I read the book, I bought Leni Riefenstahl's film "Olympia," the classic story of the 1936
Olympics in Berlin. Just as I had hoped, I got to see the finish of the great Olympic race depicted in this
book. I recommend both the book and the film.

The Language of Paradise by Barbara Klein Moss
Set in nineteenth-century New England, this exquisite novel tests a woman’s love against her husband’s
utopian quest.
Sophy Hedge, the artistic daughter of the town's minister, falls in love with Gideon Birdsall, a driven
theology student assisting her father with a Hebrew lexicon. Sophy is drawn to Gideon's intellect,
passion, and spiritual nature, while Gideon glimpses in her a free soul unbound by convention. Yet
Gideon's restlessness after they wed worries Sophy, and she finds his friendship with Leander
Solloway, the charismatic new schoolmaster, a cause for anxiety. As the men immerse themselves in
Gideon’s mystical theories, Sophy translates her fears into secret paintings.
When Sophy becomes pregnant, Gideon and Leander construct a faux Eden in a greenhouse as part of a
daring experiment to discover the language of paradise, the tongue Adam spoke when he named the
creatures of the earth. Sophy must decide whether to live and paint in the world her husband has made
or escape to save her child and herself.
Addressing the timeless issues of faith, art, and the elusive dream of perfection, Barbara Klein Moss
has captured the fragility of human longing.
Troublesome Young Men: The Rebels who brought Churchill to Power and helped save England
by Lynne Nelson
On May 7, 1940, the House of Commons began perhaps the most crucial debate in British
parliamentary history. On its outcome hung the future of Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain's
government and also of Britain--indeed, perhaps, the world. Troublesome Young Men is Lynne Olson's
fascinating account of how a small group of rebellious Tory MPs defied the Chamberlain government's
defeatist policies that aimed to appease Europe's tyrants and eventually forced the prime minister's
resignation.
Some historians dismiss the "phony war" that preceded this turning point--from September
1939, when Britain and France declared war on Germany, to May 1940, when Winston Churchill
became prime minister--as a time of waiting and inaction, but Olson makes no such mistake, and
describes in dramatic detail the public unrest that spread through Britain then, as people realized how
poorly prepared the nation was to confront Hitler, how their basic civil liberties were being jeopardized,
and also that there were intrepid politicians willing to risk political suicide to spearhead the opposition
to Chamberlain--Harold Macmillan, Robert Boothby, Leo Amery, Ronald Cartland, and Lord Robert
Cranborne among them. The political and personal dramas that played out in Parliament and in the
nation as Britain faced the threat of fascism virtually on its own are extraordinary--and, in Olson's
hands, downright inspiring.

Stalin's Daughter:The Extraordinary and Tumultuous Life of Svetlana Alliluyeva by Rosemary
Sullivan
Born in the early years of the Soviet Union, Svetlana Stalin spent her youth inside the walls of the
Kremlin. Communist Party privilege protected her from the mass starvation and purges that haunted
Russia, but she did not escape tragedy—the loss of everyone she loved, including her mother, two
brothers, aunts and uncles, and a lover twice her age, deliberately exiled to Siberia by her father.
As she gradually learned about the extent of her father’s brutality after his death, Svetlana could
no longer keep quiet and in 1967 shocked the world by defecting to the United States—leaving her two
children behind. But although she was never a part of her father’s regime, she could not escape his
legacy. Her life in America was fractured; she moved frequently, married disastrously, shunned other
Russian exiles, and ultimately died in poverty in Wisconsin.
With access to KGB, CIA, and Soviet government archives, as well as the close cooperation of
Svetlana’s daughter, Rosemary Sullivan pieces together Svetlana’s incredible life in a masterful account
of unprecedented intimacy. Epic in scope, it’s a revolutionary biography of a woman doomed to be a
political prisoner of her father’s name. Sullivan explores a complicated character in her broader context
without ever losing sight of her powerfully human story, in the process opening a closed, brutal world
that continues to fascinate us.
Like Dreamers: The Story of the Israeli Paratroopers Who Reunited Jerusalem and Divided a
Nation by Yossi Klein Halevi
In Like Dreamers, acclaimed journalist Yossi Klein Halevi interweaves the stories of a group of 1967
paratroopers who reunited Jerusalem, tracing the history of Israel and the divergent ideologies shaping
it from the Six-Day War to the present.
Following the lives of seven young members from the 55th Paratroopers Reserve Brigade, the unit
responsible for restoring Jewish sovereignty to Jerusalem, Halevi reveals how this band of brothers
played pivotal roles in shaping Israel’s destiny long after their historic victory. While they worked
together to reunite their country in 1967, these men harbored drastically different visions for Israel’s
future.
One emerges at the forefront of the religious settlement movement, while another is instrumental in the
2005 unilateral withdrawal from Gaza. One becomes a driving force in the growth of Israel’s capitalist
economy, while another ardently defends the socialist kibbutzim. One is a leading peace activist, while
another helps create an anti-Zionist terror underground in Damascus.
Featuring an eight pages of black-and-white photos and maps, Like Dreamers is a nuanced, in-depth
look at these diverse men and the conflicting beliefs that have helped to define modern Israel and the
Middle East.
City on Fire: A Novel by Garth Risk Halberg
Engrossing . . . When the city goes dark, [it] is like A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Manhattan edition . .
. As in the fiction of Saul Bellow, Hallberg’s heroes are theorists of their own universe . . . Every ley
line is a life story, every subplot a window on a New York niche . . . The story itself is dramatic,
intermixing a police procedural with a terrorist plot, an addiction plot, an art plot, various adultery plots
. . . The result is a narrative that is immense.

The Courage to Act: A Memoir of a Crisis and Its Aftermath by Ben S. Bernanke
In 2006, Ben S. Bernanke was appointed chair of the Federal Reserve, the unexpected apex of a
personal journey from small-town South Carolina to prestigious academic appointments and finally
public service in Washington’s halls of power.
There would be no time to celebrate.
The bursting of a housing bubble in 2007 exposed the hidden vulnerabilities of the global
financial system, bringing it to the brink of meltdown. From the implosion of the investment bank Bear
Stearns to the unprecedented bailout of insurance giant AIG, efforts to arrest the financial contagion
consumed Bernanke and his team at the Fed. Around the clock, they fought the crisis with every tool at
their disposal to keep the United States and world economies afloat.
Working with two U.S. presidents, and under fire from a fractious Congress and a public
incensed by behavior on Wall Street, the Fed―alongside colleagues in the Treasury
Department―successfully stabilized a teetering financial system. With creativity and decisiveness, they
prevented an economic collapse of unimaginable scale and went on to craft the unorthodox programs
that would help revive the U.S. economy and become the model for other countries.
Rich with detail of the decision-making process in Washington and indelible portraits of the
major players, The Courage to Act recounts and explains the worst financial crisis and economic slump
in America since the Great Depression, providing an insider’s account of the policy response.
16 pages of photographs
Doomed to Succeed: The U.S.-Israel Relationship from Truman to Obama by Dennis Ross
Dennis Ross presents a clear, fact-based, and brilliant approach to understanding the Middle East: He
shows that the fundamental American misunderstanding of the Middle East is the widespread belief
that ideology plays a greater role than realpolitik in the thoughts and actions of the various
governments in the region. This belief is reinforced by the disparity between the words, both public and
private, and deeds of the non-democratic Middle Eastern governments.
Specifically, Ross argues that while the Arab governments support the Palestinians, Palestinian
justice has never been a priority of the Arab governments, who are primarily concerned with the
external and internal stability and legitimacy of their governments. Ross proves this point with many
examples, including the compelling fact that Israel has managed to achieve a state of peace and nonbelligerency many of its neighboring Arab states despite its ongoing struggle with the Palestinians.
Relentless Strike: The Secret History of Joint Special Operations Command by Sean Naylor
Since the attacks of September 11, one organization has been at the forefront of America's military
response. Its efforts turned the tide against al-Qaida in Iraq, killed Bin Laden and Zarqawi, rescued
Captain Phillips and captured Saddam Hussein. Its commander can direct cruise missile strikes from
nuclear submarines and conduct special operations raids anywhere in the world.
Relentless Strike tells the inside story of Joint Special Operations Command, the secret military
organization that during the past decade has revolutionized counterterrorism, seamlessly fusing
intelligence and operational skills to conduct missions that hit the headlines, and those that have
remained in the shadows-until now. Because JSOC includes the military's most storied special
operations units-Delta Force, SEAL Team 6, the 75th Ranger Regiment-as well as America's most
secret aviation and intelligence units, this is their story, too.

The Dove Flyer by Eli Amir
The Dove Flyer tells the story of the last years of the Jewish community in Baghdad, before their
expulsion in 1950 and settlement in Israel. The young narrator, Kabi, watches as the members of his
extended family each develop different dreams and a different sets of fears throughout these
tumultuous, transitional times: his mother wants to move out of the new Jewish quarter and back to
their old Muslim neighborhood where she felt safer; his father wants to emigrate to the promised land,
the new State of Israel, where he will farm and grow rice; his uncle Hizkel, a Zionist, is arrested and
taken off to prison to await trial and a possible death sentence; his headmaster, Salim, believes in the
equality of Arabs and Jews; and his uncle Edouard just wants to hang out on the rooftop with his doves.
Meanwhile, as World War II draws closer and Israeli statehood seems more assured, a noose begins to
tighten around Jewish Iraqis. Houses are appropriated, Jews are beaten in the streets and hung in
public, and young Kabi watches as the storied legacy of the Jewish community in Baghdad is
dismantled piecemeal and finally decimated. As for the land of milk and honey, there is neither milk,
nor honey. It is a desert, a place as barren and coarse as the community Kabi and his family left behind
was vibrant, bountiful, and dreamy.
Red Notice: A True Story of High Finance, Murdeer, and One Man's Fight for Justice, by Bill
Browder
This is a story about an accidental activist. Bill Browder started out his adult life as the Wall Street
maverick whose instincts led him to Russia just after the breakup of the Soviet Union, where he made
his fortune.
Along the way he exposed corruption, and when he did, he barely escaped with his life. His
Russian lawyer wasn’t so lucky: he ended up in jail, where he was tortured to death. That changed
Browder forever. He saw the murderous heart of the Putin regime and has spent the last half decade on
a campaign to expose it. Because of that, he became Putin’s number one enemy, especially after
Browder succeeded in having a law passed in the United States that punishes a list of Russians
implicated in the lawyer’s murder. Putin famously retaliated with a law that bans Americans from
adopting Russian orphans.
A financial caper, a crime thriller, and a political crusade, Red Notice is the story of one man
taking on overpowering odds to change the world, and also the story of how, without intending to, he
found meaning in his life.
Let the People Rule: Theodore Roosevelt and the Birth of the Presidential Primary by Geoffrey
Cowan
Let the People Rule tells the exhilarating story of the four-month campaign that changed American
politics forever. In 1912 Theodore Roosevelt came out of retirement to challenge his close friend and
handpicked successor, William Howard Taft, for the Republican Party nomination. To overcome the
power of the incumbent, TR seized on the idea of presidential primaries, telling bosses everywhere to
“Let the People Rule.” The cheers and jeers of rowdy supporters and detractors echo from Geoffrey
Cowan’s pages as he explores TR’s fight-to-the-finish battle to win popular support. After sweeping
nine out of thirteen primaries, he felt entitled to the nomination. But the party bosses proved too
powerful, leading Roosevelt to walk out of the convention and create a new political party of his own.
Using a trove of newly discovered documents, Cowan takes readers inside the colorful, dramatic, and
often mean-spirited campaign, describing the political machinations and intrigue and painting indelible
portraits of its larger-than-life characters. But Cowan also exposes the more unsavory parts of TR’s
campaign: seamy backroom deals, bribes made in TR’s name during the Republican Convention, and
then the shocking political calculation that led TR to ban any black delegates from the Deep South
from his new “Bull Moose Party.”

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari
One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans inhabited Earth. Yet today
there is only one—homo sapiens. What happened to the others? And what may happen to us?
Most books about the history of humanity pursue either a historical or a biological approach, but Dr.
Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mold with this highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago
with the appearance of modern cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have played in the
global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates history and science to reconsider
accepted narratives, connect past developments with contemporary concerns, and examine specific
events within the context of larger ideas.
Dr. Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades humans have begun to
bend laws of natural selection that have governed life for the past four billion years. We are acquiring
the ability to design not only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and
what do we want to become?
The Catskills: Its History and How It Changed America by Stephen Silverman & Raphael Silver
Stephen Silverman and Raphael Silver tell of the turning points that made the Catskills so vital to the
development of America: Henry Hudson’s first spotting the distant blue mountains in 1609; the New
York State constitutional convention, resulting in New York’s own Declaration of Independence from
Great Britain and its own constitution, causing the ire of the invading British army . . . the Catskills as a
popular attraction in the 1800s, with the construction of the Catskill Mountain House and its rugged
imitators that offered WASP guests “one-hundred percent restricted” accommodations (“Hebrews will
knock vainly for admission”), a policy that remained until the Catskills became the curative for
tubercular patients, sending real-estate prices plummeting and the WASP enclave on to richer pastures.
Here are the gangsters (Jack “Legs” Diamond and Dutch Schultz, among them) who sought
refuge in the Catskill Mountains, and the resorts that after World War II catered to upwardly mobile
Jewish families, giving rise to hundreds of hotels inspired by Grossinger’s, the original “Disneyland
with knishes”—the Concord, Brown’s Hotel, Kutsher’s Hotel, and others—in what became known as
the Borscht Belt and Sour Cream Alps, with their headliners from movies and radio (Phil Silvers, Eddie
Cantor, Milton Berle, et al.), and others who learned their trade there, among them Moss Hart (who got
his start organizing summer theatricals), Sid Caesar, Lenny Bruce, Mel Brooks, Woody Allen, and Joan
Rivers.
Here is a nineteenth-century America turning away from England for its literary and artistic
inspiration, finding it instead in Washington Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle” and his childhood recollections
(set in the Catskills) . . . in James Fenimore Cooper’s adventure-romances, which provided a pastoral
history, describing the shift from a colonial to a nationalist mentality . . . and in the canvases of Thomas
Cole, Asher B. Durand, Frederick Church, and others that caught the grandeur of the wilderness and
that gave texture, color, and form to Irving’s and Cooper’s imaginings.
Here are the entrepreneurs and financiers who saw the Catskills as a way to strike it rich,
plundering the resources that had been likened to “creation,” the Catskills’ tanneries that supplied the
boots and saddles for Union troops in the Civil War . . . and the bluestone quarries whose excavated
rock became the curbs and streets of the fast-growing Eastern Seaboard.

The Quartet: Orchestrating the Second American Revolution, 1783-1789 by Joseph J. Ellis
We all know the famous opening phrase of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address: “Four score and seven years
ago our fathers brought forth on this Continent a new Nation.” The truth is different. In 1776, thirteen
American colonies declared themselves independent states that only temporarily joined forces in order
to defeat the British. Once victorious, they planned to go their separate ways. The triumph of the
American Revolution was neither an ideological nor a political guarantee that the colonies would
relinquish their independence and accept the creation of a federal government with power over their
autonomy as states.
The Quartet is the story of this second American founding and of the men most responsible—George
Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison. These men, with the help of Robert
Morris and Gouverneur Morris, shaped the contours of American history by diagnosing the systemic
dysfunctions created by the Articles of Confederation, manipulating the political process to force the
calling of the Constitutional Convention, conspiring to set the agenda in Philadelphia, orchestrating the
debate in the state ratifying conventions, and, finally, drafting the Bill of Rights to assure state
compliance with the constitutional settlement.
Ellis has given us a gripping and dramatic portrait of one of the most crucial and misconstrued periods
in American history: the years between the end of the Revolution and the formation of the federal
government. The Quartet unmasks a myth, and in its place presents an even more compelling truth—
one that lies at the heart of understanding the creation of the United States of America.
The Profiteers: Bechtel and the Men Who Built the World by Sally Denton
This is a biography of the privately owned Bechtel Company and the family who founded it. Originally
founded in 1898 "Bechtel grew from a scrappy Nevada road-grading operation at the dawn of the
twentieth century to the world's largest construction company." Bechtel prides itself as the company
that can "build anything, any place, any time." Their ability to tackle seemingly impossible projects in
inhospitable locations and forbidding landscapes began when they constructed the Hoover Dam.
Through five generations they have shown both incredible technological ingenuity and major industry
innovations.
From the Hoover Dam to projects in the Mojave Desert to the Persian Gulf, Bechtel has tackled
the big, impossible projects for years. They have handled the Channel Tunnel, and the Big Dig. They
have to constructed airports, power plants, and entire cities. Bechtel carted away the wreckage of the
World Trade Center and rebuilt Iraq. They have harnessed the planet's natural resources, including
hydroelectric, oil, coal, water, nuclear power, natural gas, and geothermal power.
Denton lays down a foundation for the combination of influence peddling combined with a base
corporate craving for power by Bechtel. Rather than a completely impartial fact-based account very
occasionally Denton's arguments for Bechtel's control over Washington become a bit too much of a
stretch and aren't backed by absolute tenable connections. In a few cases the narrative veers into verbal
machinations that seem to indicate a personal loyalty to political party connections and the motive of
individuals has been assumed to be unpropitious.
However, clearly there are enough connections, and certain arguments are based by enough
facts to raise concerns. It is alarming to read the account of the number of individuals in government
who have ties to the Bechtel Company and have worked for them while still in government over the
years. Denton explores the strong connections of the company to the government and how they have
been "inextricably enmeshed" in U.S. foreign policy for seven decades. Much of their work involves
government contracts. Denton outlines their influence peddling through their government connections.
While no one at Bechtel cooperated with Denton, they did deny any influence peddling.

Gratitude by Oliver Sacks
No writer has succeeded in capturing the medical and human drama of illness as honestly and as
eloquently as Oliver Sacks. During the last few months of his life, he wrote a set of essays in which he
movingly explored his feelings about completing a life and coming to terms with his own death.
“It is the fate of every human being,” Sacks writes, “to be a unique individual, to find his own
path, to live his own life, to die his own death.”
Together, these four essays form an ode to the uniqueness of each human being and to gratitude
for the gift of life.
“Oliver Sacks was like no other clinician, or writer. He was drawn to the homes of the sick, the
institutions of the most frail and disabled, the company of the unusual and the ‘abnormal.’ He wanted
to see humanity in its many variants and to do so in his own, almost anachronistic way—face to face,
over time, away from our burgeoning apparatus of computers and algorithms. And, through his writing,
he showed us what he saw.”
—Atul Gawande, author of Being Mortal
China Jewel by Thomas Hollyday
River Sunday Romance Mysteries, series, book 6: A woman professor falls in love with a tough
businessman as they face death far at sea. Media around the world cover an inspiring and beautiful
ocean race as international tall ships once again sail the ancient tea trade route to China. Yet, beneath
the bright sails hide evil and treachery as the competitors sabotage and even murder each other to win
the billion dollar prize.
An American entry, the Peregrine, a replica of a famous Nineteenth Century clipper built in the
same small Maryland shipyard, is tarnished by rumors. Claims are made that the original Peregrine was
involved in criminal activities as well as the violent theft of a famous Chinese jewel and the brutal
death of a young girl.
Jim Cutter, Peregrine race director and his friend professor Katy Marbury research the true story
of the ship's past. They constantly risk their lives as they uncover a tale which may affect the future of
modern China, all the time knowing they are targeted by an unseen enemy.
Then far at sea, the Peregrine mysteriously disappears. Cutter must find and rescue the ship
against impossible odds. Tough former soldier that he is, he must still conquer his recurring personal
demon. His only son is aboard. He deserted his son once before and he fears he will fail him again.
Easter Sunday by Thomas Hollyday
Hank Green’s young son, Bobby, is lost in a cave beneath a water-drenched swamp of the Chesapeake
Bay. The wilderness is known for Native American mystery as well as an unsolved World War Two
secret. Even worse, a powerful Easter Sunday storm with its flood surge is barreling down. Hank
rushes to join the team of experienced local firemen and friends who will try to find and rescue his son
before the boy drowns. Yet he feels once again his own numbing personal terror. He is overcome by a
lifelong claustrophobic fear of entering closed spaces like caves. It’s a phobia he inherited from his
immigrant father, a displaced person from the 1945 European war, and his own Vietnam experience. He
knows if the others lose hope and fail, he will go on alone and risk his life to save his child. He must
find a way to conquer his weakness but time is running out. Religious overtones fill Easter Sunday,
Book Seven of the River Sunday Romance Mysteries.

Gold by Thomas Hollyday
John Neale is throwing in the towel. He has followed his conscience for too long, working for pennies
to support local farmers in the quiet Chesapeake town of River Sunday. With his own bills mounting,
he is doing one last job before selling out to the corporate life. He just needs to finalize the will of
Father Tom, a beloved priest who passed away while performing a mass.
To the town’s surprise, it seems that Father Tom had access to gold - to the tune of millions of
dollars. None can figure out where the stash of precious metal was coming from, or how many millions
still remained. A modern day gold rush ensues, with prospectors descending on the town from all
corners of the world. John struggles to fend off the enthusiastic claims of the church as well as the
scrabbling efforts of neighbors while making his own furious explorations of the brush-encrusted
fishing property Father Tom maintained.
When a Native American burial mound presents evidence of a history tracing back far more
than local tribes could account for, John realizes the significance of his discovery could go far beyond
monetary wealth. His world enters the realm of science fiction, and he races to stay one step ahead of
death in his efforts to share the truth with the world.
Magnolia Gods by Thomas Hollyday
On July 4, 1946, Navy Captain Edward Lawson attempted to fly an experimental seaplane into the
hands of the Soviet Union. The top-secret plane crashed in the Atlantic Ocean before he could succeed
with his traitorous action. His body, and the wreck of the plane, were lost at sea.
Mike Howard runs a small aviation museum, and, several decades later, his war-hero family still
feels the sting of Lawson’s unpatriotic actions. When Mike is pressured by Lawson’s grandson, Jesse,
to mount a search for the traitor’s corpse, his first instinct is to vehemently refuse. However, his
scholarly instincts quickly get drawn into the hunt, and he soon realizes that there is much more to the
story. As Mike’s corporate sponsors passionately lobby for him to stop stirring up old issues, it is made
clear to him just how tangled the web of espionage has become.
Soon bodies are dropping like flies and Mike is forced on the run. He desperately unravels the
threads of deceit, scrambling for the truth before his own life - and the lives of those he loves - are
brutally added to the list of sacrificed men of conscience.
Powerboat Racer by Thomas Hollyday
Harry Jacobsen is a disgraced failure of a foreign correspondent. Fired from a respected New York City
paper.,he takes refuge as editor for a small weekly in a quiet town on the Chesapeake. The most
excitement he sees is when a trio of children come across the sunken hulk of a racing boat, lost thirty
years ago. The black captain, Walker John Douglas, had crashed his vessel after killing two women and
burning down half the town in a period of racial unrest.
Harry’s investigative reporter instincts kick in, and he begins to delve into the history of Walker
and the infamous inferno. River Sunday, evenly split between black and white, roils in chaos at his
front page headlines. Half the town welcomes the fresh exploration of the civil rights actions, while the
other half would rather leave the past alone. The streets are also flooding with tourists as the largest
event of the season – a nationally acclaimed powerboat race festival – swells the discussion with high
profile personalities and racers who remember Walker’s racially charged legacy.
As Harry unravels the threads of time and reveals the truth of what happened during the racial
clashes of the Sixties, the heat levels rise in the once peaceful town. Passionate emotions threaten to
spark a fresh wave of riots the likes of which River Sunday had not seen in decades. Harry races to
discover the full story in time to save lives – and to save the town from burning anew.

Slave Graves by Thomas Hollyday
Dr. Frank Light, archaeologist, is vastly annoyed. He’s settled into a plush life - cushy department-head
job at a university, suave girlfriend, book in the works. Now he’s been ordered into the sludgy, backwater marshes of Maryland to fend off hordes of mosquitoes, all because of an inconsequential find at a
bridge construction site. Maggie, the outspoken state archaeologist working the dig, insists the
shipwreck has historical significance. Pastor Allingham is even more vehement, insisting the decaying
timbers hide a rumored, long-lost slave graveyard.
Real estate tycoon Jake Terment is furious that his construction project is held up by the
growing concerns of Frank and his team. Jake cranks up the pressure for a quick resolution. Others
passionately feel the archaeology project should either come to a crashing halt or press full speed
ahead. An eclectic group of butterfly fanatics, a mysterious waterman of Mexican heritage, a
curvaceous movie star, and even ghosts make their presence known.
When several attempts are made on the team members' lives, Frank draws on lessons from his
Vietnam vet past. He has to decide on which side of this battle to stake his claim - and if he is ready to
risk his life again for his beliefs.
Terror Flower by Thomas Hollyday
Jim Tench enjoys the challenge of custom building race cars in the Chesapeake harbor town of River
Sunday/. When his friend, Captain Bob, is found drowned, he assumes along with everyone else that it
was a tragic fishing accident. Bob’s grandson, Smote Rojos, insists that he was murdered and draws
Tench into the investigation. Clues seem to implicate Strake, a wealthy oilman and collector of antique
automobiles. Tench knows that family from his past - he is still passionately in love with Strake’s
talented daughter Julie.
When a visiting African author begins to agitate for violent change and a bomb explodes in
Riverf Sunday because of her testimony before the United Nations, the search for answers becomes
more urgent. Tench races against time to prevent the terror from escalating, with only the wisp of a
clue, “Black-Eyed Susan”, to guide him through the darkness.

America's War for the Greater Middle East: A Military History by Andrew J. Bacevich
From the end of World War II until 1980, virtually no American soldiers were killed in action while
serving in the Greater Middle East. Since 1990, virtually no American soldiers have been killed in
action anywhere else. What caused this shift? Andrew J. Bacevich, one of the country’s most respected
voices on foreign affairs, offers an incisive critical history of this ongoing military enterprise—now
more than thirty years old and with no end in sight.
During the 1980s, Bacevich argues, a great transition occurred. As the Cold War wound down,
the United States initiated a new conflict—a War for the Greater Middle East—that continues to the
present day. The long twilight struggle with the Soviet Union had involved only occasional and
sporadic fighting. But as this new war unfolded, hostilities became persistent. From the Balkans and
East Africa to the Persian Gulf and Central Asia, U.S. forces embarked upon a seemingly endless series
of campaigns across the Islamic world. Few achieved anything remotely like conclusive success.
Instead, actions undertaken with expectations of promoting peace and stability produced just the
opposite. As a consequence, phrases like “permanent war” and “open-ended war” have become part of
everyday discourse.
Connecting the dots in a way no other historian has done before, Bacevich weaves a compelling
narrative out of episodes as varied as the Beirut bombing of 1983, the Mogadishu firefight of 1993, the
invasion of Iraq in 2003, and the rise of ISIS in the present decade. Understanding what America’s
costly military exertions have wrought requires seeing these seemingly discrete events as parts of a
single war. It also requires identifying the errors of judgment made by political leaders in both parties
and by senior military officers who share responsibility for what has become a monumental march to
folly. This Bacevich unflinchingly does.
Liberty and Coercion: The Paradox of American Government by Gary Gerstle
American governance is burdened by a paradox. On the one hand, Americans don’t want "big
government" meddling in their lives; on the other hand, they have repeatedly enlisted governmental
help to impose their views regarding marriage, abortion, religion, and schooling on their neighbors.
These contradictory stances on the role of public power have paralyzed policymaking and generated
rancorous disputes about government’s legitimate scope. How did we reach this political impasse?
Historian Gary Gerstle, looking at two hundred years of U.S. history, argues that the roots of the current
crisis lie in two contrasting theories of power that the Framers inscribed in the Constitution.
One theory shaped the federal government, setting limits on its power in order to protect
personal liberty. Another theory molded the states, authorizing them to go to extraordinary lengths,
even to the point of violating individual rights, to advance the "good and welfare of the
commonwealth." The Framers believed these theories could coexist comfortably, but conflict between
the two has largely defined American history. Gerstle shows how national political leaders improvised
brilliantly to stretch the power of the federal government beyond where it was meant to go—but at the
cost of giving private interests and state governments too much sway over public policy. The states
could be innovative, too. More impressive was their staying power. Only in the 1960s did the federal
government, impelled by the Cold War and civil rights movement, definitively assert its primacy. But
as the power of the central state expanded, its constitutional authority did not keep pace. Conservatives
rebelled, making the battle over government’s proper dominion the defining issue of our time.
From the Revolution to the Tea Party, and the Bill of Rights to the national security state,
Liberty and Coercion is a revelatory account of the making and unmaking of government in America.

Cronkite by David Brinkley
Douglas Brinkley presents the definitive, revealing biography of an American legend: renowned news
anchor Walter Cronkite.
An acclaimed author and historian, Brinkley has drawn upon recently disclosed letters, diaries,
and other artifacts at the recently opened Cronkite Archive to bring detail and depth to this deeply
personal portrait.
He also interviewed nearly two hundred of Cronkite’s closest friends and colleagues, including
Andy Rooney, Leslie Stahl, Barbara Walters, Dan Rather, Brian Williams, Les Moonves, Christiane
Amanpour, Katie Couric, Bob Schieffer, Ted Turner, Jimmy Buffett, and Morley Safer, using their
voices to instill dignity and humanity in this study of one of America’s most beloved and trusted public
figures.
Barkskins: A Novel by Annie Proulx
Annie Proulx’s Barkskins is an epic, multigenerational novel of dynasty building and, ultimately,
ecological and cultural destruction. The novel is as masterful as anything she has written. Beginning in
the 1600s, the book tracks the lineage of two French immigrants, Charles Duquet and Rene Sel, who
arrive in the Canadian region of New France looking for a better life. Sel marries a Mi’kmaq woman
and they have children. Duquet founds the beginnings of a vast timber empire. The book follows
generations of Sels and Dukes (nee Duquets), eventually concluding in 2013. The vast forests of North
America are the key to both families’ futures, and the forest itself becomes a character in the novel,
bringing wealth, taking lives, and slowly dwindling. While the book’s length and character count
require much from the reader, it remains taut and compelling throughout. This is not a book for the 140
character-based reader. It’s a book lover’s book.
The Sport of Kings: A Novel by C. E. Morgan
A novel of lineage and legacy, race horses and racism, power and poverty. It’s graceful, provocative
and at the right stretches, heart-pounding. Weaving together different centuries and narratives, C.E.
Morgan exposes the soft and hardened edges of humanity with crushing clarity. The Forge family is
Kentucky royalty: their land and wealth has been handed down for generations and Henrietta, the
daughter of Henry Forge, stands to inherit it all. With his daughter by his side, Henry sets out to breed
and race the fastest horse in history. In a neighboring town, Allmon Shaughnessy, an African American
boy, comes of age in a world seeped in discrimination and violence. Years later, Allmon arrives at the
Forge farm determined to remake his own story. It’s there that his fate will become forever entwined
with the Forge’s, as Henry, Henrietta and Allmon, each stake their future in Hellsmouth, a filly bred
from champions that could win it all. Fueled by beauty and rage, lust and violence, The Sport of Kings
concludes with an ending that is as adrenaline fueled as Hellsmouth’s last turn at the Kentucky Derby.
C.E. Morgan’s novel is a magnificent achievement, one that grapples with the weight of the past and
the near universal desire to make your own destiny.
Bobby Kennedy: The Making of a Liberal Icon by Larry Tye
A captivating account of the political career of Robert F. Kennedy, from his years as a zealous
communist hunter for Joe McCarthy through the 1968 presidential campaign during which he was
assassinated ate age forty-two. For this state-of-the-art political biography, Tye conducted four hundred
interviews with people who worked with Kennedy. He also had access to national archives. The
author’s admiration for his subject shows, but this is no hagiography. . . . Shedding new light on
Kennedy’s relationships with Lyndon Johnson and Martin Luther King, Jr., Tye ultimately reveals
Kennedy as a work in progress who, by the end of his life, had become a beloved advocate for
minorities and the poor.

A Gentleman in Moscow: A Novel by Amor Towles
In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, and is
sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an
indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic
room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s
doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him entry into a much larger world of
emotional discovery.
Brimming with humor, a glittering cast of characters, and one beautifully rendered scene after another,
this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the count’s endeavor to gain a deeper understanding of what
it means to be a man of purpose.
“And the intrigue! … [A Gentleman in Moscow] is laced with sparkling threads (they will tie up) and
tokens (they will matter): special keys, secret compartments, gold coins, vials of coveted liquid, oldfashioned pistols, duels and scars, hidden assignations (discreet and smoky), stolen passports, a ruby
necklace, mysterious letters on elegant hotel stationery… a luscious stage set, backdrop for a downright
Casablanca-like drama.”
The Girl with No Name:The Incredible Story of Child Raised by Monkeys by Marina Chapman
In 1954, in a remote mountain village in South America, a little girl was abducted. She was four years
old. Marina Chapman was stolen from her housing estate and then abandoned deep in the Colombian
jungle. That she survived is a miracle. Two days later, half-drugged, terrified, and starving, she came
upon a troop of capuchin monkeys. Acting entirely on instinct, she tried to do what they did: she ate
what they ate and copied their actions, and little by little, learned to fend for herself.
So begins the story of her five years among the monkeys, during which time she gradually became
feral; she lost the ability to speak, lost all inhibition, lost any real sense of being human, replacing the
structure of human society with the social mores of her new simian family. But society was eventually
to reclaim her. At age ten, she was discovered by a pair of hunters who took her to the lawless
Colombian city of Cucuta where, in exchange for a parrot, they sold her to a brothel. When she learned
that she was to be groomed for prostitution, she made her plans to escape. But her adventure wasn’t
over yet . . .
White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America by Nancy Isenberg
“When you turn an election into a three-ring circus, there’s always a chance that the dancing bear will
win,” says Isenberg of the political climate surrounding Sarah Palin. And we recognize how right she is
today. Yet the voters boosting Trump have been a permanent part of our American fabric, argues
Isenberg.
The wretched and landless poor have existed from the time of the earliest British colonial settlement
to today's hillbillies. They were alternately known as “waste people,” “offals,” “rubbish,” “lazy
lubbers,” and “crackers.” By the 1850s, the downtrodden included so-called “clay eaters” and
“sandhillers,” known for prematurely aged children distinguished by their yellowish skin, ragged
clothing, and listless minds.
Surveying political rhetoric and policy, popular literature and scientific theories over four hundred
years, Isenberg upends assumptions about America’s supposedly class-free society––where liberty and
hard work were meant to ensure real social mobility. Poor whites were central to the rise of the
Republican Party in the early nineteenth century, and the Civil War itself was fought over class issues
nearly as much as it was fought over slavery. Reconstruction pitted poor white trash against newly
freed slaves, which factored in the rise of eugenics–-a widely popular movement embraced by
Theodore Roosevelt that targeted poor whites for sterilization. These poor were at the heart of New
Deal reforms and LBJ’s Great Society; they haunt us in reality TV shows like Here Comes Honey Boo
Boo and Duck Dynasty. Marginalized as a class, white trash have always been at or near the center of
major political debates over the character of the American identity.

Louisa: The Extraordinary Life of Mrs. Adams by Louisa Thomas
Born in London to an American father and a British mother on the eve of the Revolutionary War,
Louisa Catherine Johnson was raised in circumstances very different from the New England upbringing
of the future president John Quincy Adams, whose life had been dedicated to public service from the
earliest age. And yet John Quincy fell in love with her, almost despite himself. Their often tempestuous
but deeply close marriage lasted half a century.
They lived in Prussia, Massachusetts, Washington, Russia, and England, at royal courts, on farms, in
cities, and in the White House. Louisa saw more of Europe and America than nearly any other woman
of her time. But wherever she lived, she was always pressing her nose against the glass, not quite sure
whether she was looking in or out. The other members of the Adams family could take their identity for
granted—they were Adamses; they were Americans—but she had to invent her own. The story of
Louisa Catherine Adams is one of a woman who forged a sense of self. As the country her husband led
found its place in the world, she found a voice. That voice resonates still.
The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh Nguyen
The winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well as five other awards, The Sympathizer is the
breakthrough novel of the year. With the pace and suspense of a thriller and prose that has been
compared to Graham Greene and Saul Bellow, The Sympathizer is a sweeping epic of love and
betrayal. The narrator, a communist double agent, is a “man of two minds,” a half-French, halfVietnamese army captain who arranges to come to America after the Fall of Saigon, and while building
a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly reporting back to his communist
superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of identity and America, a gripping
espionage novel, and a powerful story of love and friendship.
City of Dreams: The 400 Years Epic History of New York City by Tyler Anbinder
With more than three million foreign-born residents today, New York has been America’s defining port
of entry for nearly four centuries, a magnet for transplants from all over the globe. These migrants have
brought their hundreds of languages and distinct cultures to the city, and from there to the entire
country. More immigrants have come to New York than all other entry points combined.
City of Dreams is peopled with memorable characters both beloved and unfamiliar, whose lives
unfold in rich detail: the young man from the Caribbean who passed through New York on his way to
becoming a Founding Father; the ten-year-old Angelo Siciliano, from Calabria, who transformed into
Charles Atlas, bodybuilder; Dominican-born Oscar de la Renta, whose couture designs have dressed
first ladies from Jackie Kennedy to Michelle Obama. Tyler Anbinder’s story is one of innovators and
artists, revolutionaries and rioters, staggering deprivation and soaring triumphs, all playing out against
the powerful backdrop of New York City, at once ever-changing and profoundly, permanently itself.
City of Dreams provides a vivid sense of what New York looked like, sounded like, smelled like, and
felt like over the centuries of its development and maturation into the city we know today.

